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HIS is the day .of wide-spread and varied inter- 
ests and of long-range transactions. Good ad- 
vertising is a vital factor in promoting and main- 
taining this condition. Are:you-using the carefully 
scrutinized advertising in these columns to broaden 
your interests ? 
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My Talent 
By Frances Swift Pender 


TALENT bright was mine 
Long years ago. 
“Use it,” the Giver said, 
« *T will brighter grow.” 


I used it; how it shone! 
And then one day, — 
For just a whim, 
I laid my gift away. 


Untouched I left it 

While the years rolled on. 
To-day I seekiit, 

But my gift is gone. 











Are We Pulling Down Strongholds ? 

Real Christian warriors will wrest trophies out 
of the grip of Satan. We are living in a day when 
Satan has seized many of the strategic positions on 
the world’s battlefield. How many theological sem- 
inaries Satan has possession of — fountain-heads of 
spiritual ministry as they ought to be. In a committee 
meeting of one of the great denominations, the ques- 
tion was discussed as to whether it was really possi- 


* ble to expect indifference on the part of parents to 


the training of their children at home and in Sunday- 
school to be overcome. If it was not possible to ex- 
pect this, that committee realized that it might as well 
disband. A constituent of the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony was writing to. one of the Council members re- 
cently that in her community where there were few 
Sunday-school and church privileges, there was not 
a man who was willing to give up his time to go out 
and take the superintendency of a Sunday-school in 
any neglected community. Yes, there was one man, 
but he was so diffident, inexperienced, and untaught in 
the Scriptures, that he was not yet ready. In seeking 
to comfort and help, she had promised needy souls, 


according to the Word, that the needs of all should. 


be met. The husbands of some of the women to whom 
she had given that word of comfort were rough and 
irreligious and drinkers of “wild-cat whiskey.” She 
herself was almost appalled over the positive way in 
which she had held out the hope of salvation and 
spiritual growth. To such Christian warriors as she, 
in such moments of discouragement, comes the word 
of Paul, “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
[fleshly], but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4). When Joshua was 


using his spies to. find out the weakest point in Jericho, 
the Captain of the Lord’s host Sapeared to him and 
gave him the real plan of the battle, God’s plan, and 
it was by no means a carnal battle-plan that resulted 


-in the casting down of that Jericho stronghold. 


a 


After Finishing the Bible 

After one has finished reading the Bible through, 
then what? A Pocket Testament League worker 
gave a Testament to a Roman Catholic ice-man, who 
accepted it and asked, “What do I do when I finish 
this book —do I get a new one?” It was an uncon- 
scious and pathetic evidence of the Catholic’s ignorance 
of the New Covenant of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.. If he read the little book through he prob- 
ably realized, long before he finished it, that +he-never 
could finish it, and that he must read it again, and 
again, and continue to read it until he should see his 
Lord face to face. There are indeed some modern 
writers, like H. G. Wells, who say the world needs 
a new Bible. But they have never really read the 
Bible; they do not know what it is. We shall not 
need a new Bible until we need a new God and Sav- 
iour, — and that will never be. As the Living Word 
is “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever,” so 
the written “Word of God .. . liveth and abideth for 


ever. 
: cal 
Creed and Conduct 


Can a man live right who believes wrong? Can a 
man live wrong. who~ believes right? The questions 
answer themselves, for one who knows the Word of 
God. It has been well said that “Religion is equally 
unsound, whether it is all creed or no creed.” There 
are those who think and talk so much about right 
creed that right conduct seems to them to have little 
impo And there are those who think and talk 
so + about right conduct that right creed seems to 
count’ for nothing in their reckoning. God settles for 
us the fact that life must start with creed, or faith. 
For “without faith it is impossible to please him: for 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is” (Heb. 
11:6). Faith in Christ as Saviour is the only way 


the spiritually dead man can be born again into spir- 


-itual life, and until a dead man has been brought to 


life, a discussion of his conduct is not profitable, Hav- 
ing been justified, or made just, by faith, we read that 
“the just shall live by faith’; and that is where con- 
duct begins. Moment by moment the believing Chris- 
tian is to “walk in the Spirit” by faith, and as he does 
this his conduct will be right in the sight of God. If 
a man’s conduct is not what it should be, there is 
something the matter with his faith. If a man’s faith 
is not what it should be, it is bound to show in his 
conduct. That great faith chapter of the Bible, the 
Eleventh of Hebrews, goes on to record the amazing! 

good conduct of- faith-filled saints of eld. True fai 

always produces works. So we read, “What doth it 
profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, 
and have not works? can [that] faith save him? ... 
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead” (Jas. 2: 


14, 17). 
ya 
Abiding — Where ? 

“There’s no place like home,” —and that is where 
God wants us always to be. But he wants the home 
to be of his choosing. He chose our home for-us 
before the foundation of the world, It is his Son, 
Jesus Christ. “Abide in me” is Christ’s invitation to 
enjoy the comfort and peace and love of such a home, 
all the time. We can abide in this Christ-Home un- 
interruptedly, never leaving it, no matter at what 
particular spot on the earth we may have to be. And 
to dwell in this home of God’s ing will, of course, 
determine the whereabouts and the racter of our 
earthly home. Some one has said, “If. there were more 
abiding in Christ, there would be less abiding in 
America.” That is, the Lord of the harvest would 
have the joy of thrusting out into the whitened fields 
a great multitude of those who are now abiding in 
America, or Canada, or Great Britain, or in various 
= Christian lands —instead of abiding in Christ. 

li we not, early in this New Year, seek whole- 
heartedly and prayerfully God’s choice of our home, 
telling him first of all that we are ready now, at any 
seeming cost, to abide in Christ. And let us remem- 
ber, as we do this, that other truth that “Satan can- 
not A sana the omnipotence of a soul that is homed 
in ig 


Beautiful Feet 


HE Bible tells us what beautiful feet are, and 
= they are beautiful. Here is the Word of 
od: 


“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth sal- 
vation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” 
(Isa. 52:7.) : ; 

While this passage occurs in a wonderful prophetic 
section of the Book, describing Jerusalem in the king- 
dom-age, and the beginning of the millennial kingdom, 
it is not, as we shall see, limited to that. But that 
aspect of the “beautiful feet” should be considered 
first, for it is then that the messenger of God will pro- 
claim the goed tidings of salvation and its accompani- 
ment_of peace in a language of universal appeal, both 
—_, os their sway. 

t this. is proper placing of the passage is in- 
dicated by the assurance to Zion, “Thy God reigneth,” 
which is the earthly counterpart to the acclaim heard 
in-heaven, “The Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 
19:6). It means that God’s sway is recognized 
throughout his creation: that all rebellion, opposition 
and even dissetit— those age-long elements of dis- 
order in God’s universe — will have vanished and the 
rule of his Son be completely acknowledged, accord- 
ing to the prophecy — “That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11). This will 
undoubtedly occur when (note the parallelism in the 
expression) “His feet shall stand in that day upon the 
mount of Olives” (Zech. 14:4). ; 

The conclusion then is clear that in Isaiah’s proph- 


oe 


ecy the messenger is Christ Jesus coming again with 
the good tidings of Salvation to redeem Israel; his 
are the beautiful feet; and the mountain on which he 
-will appear, to enter upon his reign, is Olivet! : 

But while this is the first and direct meaning of this 
passage, other uses may profitably be made of it; for 
here as in many other portions of the Word the prin- 
ciple holds good, “one interpretation, many applica- 
tions.’ 

The passage is a call to God’s people Israel to re- 
pentance. We know that the great burden of Isaiah’s 
ministry was to induce Israel to return to God. And 
immediately on their confession of sin and humble 
acceptance of his mercy, there would follow the bless- 
ings of Salvation, Peace, and all the consequent good 
things of God's. beneficent provision. : 

This happy sequel, however, failed of accomplish- 
ment, because of Israel’s obstinacy, and as_a conse- 
quence the proclamation sweeps on into the Gospel 

ge revealing the Cross of Christ, and through it 
God’s provision for and call to all men to become its 
beneficiaries. The mountain then becomes Calvary; 
the a Christ, whose piercéd, bleeding feet ap- 
pear beautiful for their part in his great purpose; while 
the publication of Salvation and Peace are seen in his 
exclamation, “It is finished,” punctuated by the pierc- 
ing of his side through which the new and living way 
to God was now opened to all humanity. | . 

Those who embrace the glorious opportunity of this 
offered Gospel antedate the millennial day, the earnest 
of it being in their hearts: Christ himself reigning 
there without a rival. His presence there makes the 
inner being a miniature heavenly kingdom, with satis- 
fying peace and lasting joy. - 

But Isaiah’s message has its meaning for all who 
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engage in the blessed work of telling God’s great de- 
sign of love to a needy world. 

Even the feet of such are beautiful. Why are “feet” 
definitely mentioned ? — the voice is the organ of «com- 
munication. Because the feet carry the messenger ; 
and his message being so richly fraught- with bless- 
ing, even the most uncomely’parts of him who brings 
it are, by sharing in the service, exalted to honor and 
admiration. . 

Why are the mountains specified? Because they are 
inseparably connected with the thought of communion 
with God, without which there can be no message of 
value to men. What a revelation of redemption b 
sacrifice did Abraham receive on Mount Moriah! It 
was on a mountain that Moses communed with God; 
and Christ alone on the mountains with the Father, 
spending nights there in communion with him — what 
an example does he thus become! It is there we 
learn to know God and so become prepared to min- 
ister to men, 

Moreover, mountains are closely interwoven with 
God’s plan of Redemption. On Mount Moriah where 
Abraham learned that God would provide a sacrifice, 
there later stood the Temple where offerings were 
made in type of that final offering of the Lamb of 
God which* Mount Calvary in due time witnessed. 
Every real message of blessing must begin there where 
flowed the blood of the Son of God! That is the 
starting point—the only one—for the good tidings 
of Salvation, of Peace, and of any enduring good! 

To publish Peace—-what does this involve? To 
make it known. as by a herald; or like a crier in an 
oriental city with loud:.acclaim. It. involves. advertis- 
ing, “publicity,” movement, travel, action, proclama- 
tion by oral message, by printed page, by cable, wire, 
radio. It means giving Word of God free course 
that it may run and be glorified, with full right of 
waye— no restrictions — no copyrights — no thought of 
gain —no schemes of merchandising it. ; 

Oh, what a blessed calling to be a publisher of 
Peace! In honor beyond any that can be named; who 
would not covet it above all else? What other even 
honorable purstits can. be compared with it? 

Would one be a great advocate with forensic power 
_ swaying judge, jury, the public, and thus gaining lib- 


When Should We Lie? 


The Ninth Commandment appears to say nothing 
about lies that are not against one’s neighbor (“Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour’’). 
That is, one might falsely say, “I read my Bible every 
day,” or make some other statement that seems to af- © 
fect no one but himself. How can one show that the 
Ten Commandments include lies of this nature?—An 
Idaho Reader. 


The Ten Commandments do fot touch upon the 
question of lying in general. There are many duties 
with which the Ten Commandments do not deal, but 
with which the Bible elsewhere deals fully; and truth- 
telling is one ofethese. 

From time to time through the years The Sunday 
School Times has discussed the question of the lie, 
and is glad of the opportunity of doing so again. 
Some time ago it called for experiences or. adven- 
tures in truth-telling from its readers, and the follow- 
ing, from a Chicago business woman, is worth noting: 


You have requested letters telling of experiences your 
readers have had when telling the truth brought a 
blessing in spite of the fact that a lie seemed the only 
“safe” thing. 

I was working for the chief man in a large office, the 
position I had long coveted. One day this man, who 
was extremely nervous and excitable, had a_ telephone 
call. He answered, but when he discovered who his 
caller was, he pushed the receiver and phone to me, 
bidding me say that he was not in the city. I had 
picked up the phone, but’ when I realized what he was 
asking me to do my hand fell limply to side, and 
the receiver dropped to the floor as I said, “Mr. M., 
T can’t do that!” 

He looked at me a moment, then rushed into an- 
other office and asked ‘one of the men to tell his caller 
he was not in. 

He then got up and paced the floor for half an hour. 
I was almost terrified. I was sure I should be dis- 
charged — and I needed desperately to keep my position. 
Finally, however, Mr. M. sat down at his desk, sorted 
his mail, and then, turning to me, said: “Miss S—, 
I shouldn’t have asked you to tell a lie. I might have 
known better.” 

And, you may be sure, I 
kept me from falling! 


A Christian business woman in Washington, D. €., 
who has since been taken to be with the Lord, once 
told the Editor of an experience when faced by the 
apparent necessity of the lie, and he asked her to write 
it out for readers of The Sunday School Times, which 
she did. Here is her testimony: 

After the Armistice in 1918 many government depart- 
ments in Washington were abolished or their forces 
greatly reduced. Thousands were dropped from the 
payrolls. Many wanted work. These sought assistance 


thanked God that He had 
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erty for his client? What is that compared to him 
who intercedes for the souls of men, and by his plead- 
ing and labors leads them into the liberty of the sons 
of God! 

Would one be a famed musician, who charms and 
ravishes the emotions with his melodies? It is’ told 
of Lizst that at eighteen, while yet unknown, he so 
enthralled his fellow-musicians off the orchestra that 
when he ceased playing his part they failed to proceed 
with theirs. Such power is great, but that of a pub- 
lisher of God’s Peace is infinitely more desirable, for 
the angels of God are looking with rapt attention as 
the messenger of God plays upon human heart strings, 
by the Spirit’s aid, and evokes strains that will never 
die, but will blend in the grand ony of heaven. 

Would one be an architect of renown, whose edifices 
like monuments attest his skill? This calling is more 
glorious, for it involves the creation of human temples 
for God’s indwelling, houses not made -with hands 
eternal in the heavens! : 

Would one be a discoverer, rescuing an island or 
a territory from oblivion? This endeaver is incem- 
parably superior, for a saved waif or derelict —and 
such are all unsaved souls — reclaimed fer God. has a 
value beyond that of the whole world, with potential 
results beyond computation: witness the lives of Moody, 
Gough, Sunday —each won by a faithful messenger 
of Christ. © : 

Would one be an author, whose writings have run 
into vast editions? How much more important and in- 
spiring the writing of God’s love on the tablets ef 
human hearts making them living epistles, read and 
known of all men! 


There are hardships in such a life; deubtless bleed- 
ing feet; but the scars will make them more beautiful 
in the sight of God and all beholderst 

How beautiful now are the piercéd feet of Gol- 
gotha’s sufferer. And if they are beautiful, what of 
his face? Once marred more than the face of any 
man, it is now as John beheld it — radiant “as the sun: 
shineth in his strength.” . 

Like unto his will be the feet and the countenances 
of those who follow in his train, according to the 
promise: “We know that, when he shaH appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 


from congressmen and others in places of influence. 
“Pull” was considered the most valuable asset then. 

It was generally understood, in my department, that 
single or young women had the preference when some 
were going to be retained in the service. I am married, 
and was much older than most in my section. Severe 
illness had kept me from my desk for weeks and months. 
at a time. It looked as though I would be among the 
first to be dropped. 

Scores of older women lied concerning their ages in 
order to be retained. They urged me to do the same. 
I could not lie—even to secure the work that was so 
necessary. The situation was very tense. 

I prayed. I told God I would not lie, but would trust 
him. Often my co-workers would say, “What are you 
doing to be kept after the 30th?” I said, “I am trust- 
ing my case with God. He understands my need.” 
Panic seized many during those trying days. I- had 
perfect assurance that God would keep me there or find 
a better position. 

I was retained in that section. Many feel that it 
was a miracle in view of my many seeming handicaps. 
Some wondered “how I worked it.” With glad and 
grateful praise I can say, “E did not work it. God did 
it for me.” Here, when this business crisis was so 
severe, God met my need again, as he always does. I 
do not nced to compromise with sin. 


William H. Ridgway, whose “Busy Men’s Corner” 
every week in the lesson department of The Sunday 
School Times reaches a large group of business peo- 
ple in an unconventional way, told in his department 
how he saved himself a fine, when automobiling, by 
being perfectly honest instead of stooping to decep- 
tion. A young woman reader of the Times, noting 
his experience, wrote him about her own adventure 
with her car and the truth: 


At the time I read of your experience I was deeply 
impressed, and used the story. when teaching thé les- 
son to my class of ’teen age girls. 

Now, here is my experience. I was driving our car 
and I don’t have a license. In making a sharp turn, I 
miscalculated my distance and the length of the car 
which is a seven-passenger Buick, and demolished an 
ornamental brick column. Shortly after it happened 
the Motor Vehicle Inspector drove up. 

I can’t explain why, — but he walked right-up to me 
(as usual, quite a crowd had gathered by that time), 
and said, “Who was driving this car?” in the grumpi- 
est tone you could imagine. 

I said, “2 was, sir.” 

“Let me see your license.” 

I was just about “scared stiff,” but your story flashed 
through my mind and I thought to myself, “Well, old 
top, you’re sure enough cornered, so you'd better tell 
the truth and suffer the consequences.” I told him I 
had never had a license and realized that I was break- 
ing the law. He said he would have to take my name, 
— but couldn’t find a pencil. I offered him mine — he 
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—_ my name, address, and telephone number, and then 
eft. . 

It happens that the assistant superintendent of our 
Sunday-school has a barber-shop, and this inspector 
went in there for a shave right after he left me. He told 
Mr. M. about the incident and finished by saying, “But 
the girl was so honest about it that I didn’t have the 
heart to fine her.” 

I think I owe this bit of good fortune to you, Mr. 
Ridgway, and I just couldn’t help telling you about it. 


There are always some who will séek to defend the 
lie under certain circumstances; or again, there are 
these who argue that a lie is not a lie if it is not in- 
tended to injure any one. Thus a business man in 
Missouri has written: 3 ’ 


There would be. no. misunderstanding about ‘this 
“lying” matter, and no differing opinions among Chris- 
tians, were we only all agreed as to the real, true 
meaning of the words, “lying,” and “lie.” 

A statement at variance with fact which can by no 
stretch of the imagination, militate against the welfare 
of-any human being, but which (on the contrary) is, by 
the consideration of rational mind, bound to result in‘ 
the well-being of every one concerned in the transac- 
tion, is not a lie. It is the truth. 2 

Until we are willing to make this distinction, there 
is no profit in discussing the question at all. 

Is it conceivable that James — speaking by the mouth 
of the Holy Spirit— could have numbered Rahab among 
Faith’s worthies, solely on the ground of her lying? 
The thing is preposterous. Rahab did not lie. Her act 
was “counted unto her for righteousness,” and no lie 
can ever thus be reckoned. 


The Sunday School Times must differ - completel 
with this Missouri reader, at two points. A lie is al- 
ways a lie, even if it is intended to do. good, and even 
if it seems to do To say that a thing is so when 
it is not so is a he, wholly apart from the motive of 
the person who thus lies, and wholly apart from any 
observed result of the lie./ Any other defmiticn of. 
the lie would remove the whole matter from the realm 
of fact to that of subjective opinion, and would bring 
chaos into our very language. 

And the Bible record as given in Joshua, chapters 
2 and 6, in Hebrews 11: 31, and in James 2: 25, makes 
it plain that Rahab was not commended or “numbered 
among Faith’s worthies” solely on the ground of her 
tying, er for her lying at all. She sinned when she 
hed, fer the Bible bears only one testimony through- 
out as to the sin of lying. é 

What Rahab was saved for and commended for in 
the Bible record was her faith in God as the only God. 
She hid the two Israelitish spies who had come to 
her house, when their lives were in danger, and she 
did this because she believed in the God of Israel. 
“And she said unto the men, I know that the Lord 
hath given you the land,. . for the Lord your God, 
he is God-in heaven above, and in earth beneath.” 
After her confession of faith she asked these men of 
Israel to see that she and her household were saved 
when they came to take Jericho. Joshua saw to it 
that this was done, and the record concludes: “And 
Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father’s 
household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in 
Israel even unto this day; because she hid the--mes- 
sengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.” 

The Holy Spirit in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
says, “By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with 
them that believed not, when she had received the spies 
with peace.” It does not say, “By lying Rahab per- 
ished not.” And James points out, by inspiration, that 
Rahab proved her faith by her works, in caring for 
the messengers of God. 

There is not a word in the sacred record of com- 
mendation or condoning of Rahab’s lie. It was a sin, 
as Abraham’s lie was a sin, and as every other lie 
recorded throughout the Word was sin. She was 
forgiven this sm, as a true believer in God. 

The Bible settles the lie question for all who accept 
its verdict. Christ said, “I am the truth,” and from 
Genesis to Revelation God is shown to be a God of 
inviolable truth. His character and personality are 
bound up with the truth. And over against God, as 
his age-long opposite: and enemy is Satan, who begins 
and ends his relationship with the human race by the 
lie. His first recorded act in’ Genesis is his conver- 
sation with Eve, when: he flatly gave the lie to God, 
who had told Adam concerning the tree of the Knowl- 
edge of good and evil, “in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.” Satan said, “Ye shall 
not surely die.” 

In the twentieth chapter of Revelation Satan’s last 
act before being cast into the lake of fire and brim- 
stone is that he “shall go out to deceive the nations.” 
It is no wonder.our Lord said of Safan: “He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a 
liar, and the father of it” (John 8: 44). 

As the former Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
H. Clay Trumbull, pointed out in his book, “A Lie 
Never | Nearer (The Sunday School Times. Com- 
pany, $1.50), whenever any one comes to a sit- 
uation where he believes that he must abandon the 
truth and resort to a lie, he places himself on Satan’s 
side and against God, whether he realizes it or not, he 
declares that he is now in a position where the God 
ef truth cannot help him, and where Satan the father 
of lies is alone able to meet his need. Surely no child 
of Ged would ever want to make that choice. 
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itism has swept almost simultaneously over the 
whole world, and even nations which - were onl 
indirectly influenced by the War, have been affec 
This is especially so in China. .“New societies of a 
moral and religious character, and consisting -of men 
of scholarship and social position, have sprung .up 
spontaneously all over China. These societies. are 
characterized more by. their spiststic usages than -by 
their spiritistic principles. he two most active of 
all. these new movetnents lay great stress on their 
spiritistic rites, on their power of divination. They are 
e¢ Wu Shan She, or Association for the Cultivation 
of Goodness, and the Dao Yuan or Dao Deh Hsue 
She, that is,* the Association of Truth and Virtue. 
Both were started about three years ago, the one in 
Peking and the other in Tsi Nan. The latter, or 
Dao Yuan, within these few years has spread to most 
of the cities of north and central China. Everywhere 
the approach is to those in official position, though 


Sis the European War a great revival of spir- 


perhaps the most zealous propagandists are those who. 


once held office but are now in retirement. Connected 
with the Dao Yuan is the Red Swastika Society.” The 
Swastika is a mystic Buddhist character, which was 
supposed to have been written on the foot of Buddha. 
The Swastika is thus written being like a cross 


with each arm bent at the end. No doubt this is in 
imitation of the Red Cross Society of Christianity. 
The purpose of the Red Swastika Society is benevolent. 
“These organizations, their selection of officers, their 
sacred bible, their proclamation of doctrine, and their 
plans for helping their fellow men are all claimed to 


have come from messages received from the spirit 
world. - 


The Chinese Quija Board 

“The medium for receiving communications is the 
’ Chinese form of the planchette. It consists of a stick 
about a yard long, in the center of which is attached 
at right angles a curved stick about a foot long. On 
one side of a table a man stands, holding with his 
left hand one end of the stick, and on the other side 
another man holds with his right hand the other end 
of the stick. The two men may be regarded as the 
media through which the spirit gives its messages, or 
the planchette itself may be regarded as the medium. 
Soon after the planchette is grasped in the hands and 
held in position across the table it begins to move, 
slowly at first and generally in revolving fashion, but 
soon more and more rapidly, tracing characters in the 
sand which covers the surface of the table. After 
each character or two one of the writers smooths out 
the sand with a piece of wood which he holds in his 
hand that is free.. With great rapidity the charac- 
ters appear in the sand, often in an abbreviated form. 
Only a scholar can detect the characters as they speed 
by before the eye. This’ scholarly member of the 
fraternity stands at one corner of the table and an- 
nounces the characters one by one, while opposite him 
at a small desk another writes the characters in a 
book of yellow paper. In another form of the plan- 
chette a brush, 7. e., a Chinese pen, is attached to the 
curved stick and the characters are traced with it on 
paper. Most of the messages thus dictated are in good 
Chinese style.” tee 4 

The purpose of these organizations is avowedly re- 
ligious, indeed nothing less than the blending and uni- 
fying of all the great religions, including Christian- 
ity. “In the Dao Yuan temple there are five courts 
or rooms, each set apart for some form of spiritistic 
development. They are the Court of Worship, the 
Court of Scriptures, the Court of Charities, the Court 
of Meditation, and the Court of Preaching. The 
Court of Worship is the largest and the most impor- 
tant of all. In the center is the shrine for the Su- 
preme and Infinite Spirit, the great Primeval Ancestor 
of the heavens and the earth, and of the universe of 
matter and spirit. Here is a tablet on ‘which are in- 
scribed characters telling fully of the exalted char- 
acter of Him who was before all things. At the 
bottom of the tablet are the names of the founders of 
Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, and signs for Islam 
and Christianity. That for Jesus is a triangle, stand- 
ing for the Trinity. That for Mohammed is an elon- 
gated curve, a sign for the True God.” From this 
it is évident that. the avowed purpose of these Associa- 
tions is the synthesis of all religions. 

Only a few months ago I was in the home of an 
old gentleman, nearly seventy, who is both scholarly 
and wealthy. He is noted for his high moral char- 
acter and benevolence. The walls.of his guest room, 
where he entertained me, are lined with large red 
placards, some three feet wide and seven feet long, on 
which are written his virtues in large golden letters. 
These have been given to him by officials and friends. 
Think how hard it would be to convict a_man_like this 
of sin and of his need of a Saviour! The first time 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a ie 


* 47 





renee 





Spiritism’s Cunning Ruse in China 


The sign of the Red Swastika and what it means in the “Devil’s Revival” 
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A few months ago a Philadelphia newspaper 
published.the statement that the Chinese astrolo- 
. gers were predicting from their zodiac and from 


Satan has always been a lying imitator of God’s 
‘ruth and work. This discerning study of his 


"Other startling illustrations of the havec 


ainst it are given in Charles Ernest 
Séott’s book, “Answered:Prayer in China.” It 
may .be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, at $1.50. 








I visited him he was coldly polite. I left some litera- 
ture - with him. months later I was delighted 
to see him at church. From his home to church and 
back was seven miles. -He had walked all the way! 
Later at our New Year meetings he came several nights, 
as he was staying in town on business. One ‘night he 
sat on the front seat. I preached on eternal life from 
John 17:3. I felt greatly helped by the Holy Spirit 
and believe this sermon was blessed to this-old man’s 
spiritual benefit. He bought-a Bible, and the last ‘time 
I was in his home he was reading it. He also went out 
and invited the people of his village to come and hear 
me preach. He himself sat on a log —it was’ out-of- 
doors — and listened. Heretofore he had never invited 
me to preach, because many of the families in his vil- 
lage make their living by painting idols, and he feared 
their displeasure. This time the head of the idol 
painters was in the crowd! This is all a digression. 
The point I want to make is that he showed me a 
book which had been sent him by one of these Asso- 
ciations, and asked me what I thought of it. The 
avowed purpose, expressed on the first page, was the 
synthesis of.all religions. I tried to show him that 
the false and the true could not be combined and 
pleaded with him to accept Christ as his*Saviour. I 
mention this incident to show how zealous these So- 
cieties are in propagating their doctrine, and to show 
et are after the cultured and scholarly pri- 
marily. 


Are These Encouraging Signs? 


Some, even among missionaries, regard the move- 
ment as an encouraging sign of the times. Such is 
the opinion of Dr. Gilbert Reid, to whose lecture on 
this subject I am indebted for much of the above 
information. He thinks so because he regards these 
movements as a sign that the Chinese are casting off 
the shackles of materialism and awakening to the 
higher spiritual values of life. One of the striking 
things, he says, about the messages from the spirit 
world is that no message has been received enjoining 
wrong-doing. As contrasted with Western spiritism, 
he thinks the messages received, which are printed 
daily in the various periodicals of the movement, are 
more lofty and worthy of credence than those spoken 
through any medium in a European or American se- 
ance. The messages are not concerning the world of 
smite, but concerning the affairs and duties of this 
world. 

But to those who still accept the Bible as an inspired 
and infallible revelation of truth, these movements 
are anything but an encouraging sign. They are Sa- 
tanic in origin. They are the efforts of the Father 
of Lies to “blind the minds of the unbelieving, that 
the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should not dawn upon them.” 
The Christian’s heart is filled with righteous indigna- 
tion when he sees Christ, the eternal Son of God, who 
counted not the being on equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, given a place in a pagan pantheon and 
degraded to the level of mythical gods and deified 
men, Christianity is not one of the religions of the 
world. It is the one religion of the world. It is 
absolutely intolerant and exclusive, as eternal truth is 
intolerant and exclusive of error. The heathen have 
always been willing to accord Christ a place in their 
pantheons. -The Romans and Greeks were willing. 
But when they saw ‘the exclusive nature of Christ 
and his claims, persecutions began. So has it been 
in China. The officials and scholars, who a few 
years ago hated and scorned the foreign-Devil-Jesus 
doctrine, as they opprobiously termed Christianity, be- 
cause of its exclusive claims, are now so broad-minded 
and generous as to give Christ a place in their pan- 





theon. Such homage, however well meant it may be, 
is blasphemous sacrilege. It is casting from the brow 
of Christ his rightful diadem of Deity. It amounts 
to a complete rejection of Christ. . “Because they 
received not the love of the truth, that. they might 

saved, . . . God sendeth them a working of error, 
that they should believe a lie’ (2 Thess..2:10, 11). 

It is evident that these movements are a revival of 
heathen cults, and their founders have been courteous 
enough to give Christianity a place in their pantheon. 
The temple erected in Tsi Nan as the center of the 
Dao Yuan cost $50,000. _In this temple no pains have 
been spared to create a religious. atmosphere favor- 
able to worship and a ready response to spiritistic in- 
fluence. But in the smaller places gross idolatry, ig- 
norance, and superstition still prevail. I~often’ meet 
men who are members of these Associations and press 
upon them the claims of Christ. Their reply is, “We 
are all. the same, there_is no difference between yours 
and ours.” They have no ear for the unique claims of 
Christ as Son of God and only Redeemer of men. It 
is truly pitiful and heartbreaking to the soul-winner 
to see men thus enthralled by Satan and his lies. These 
movements are just another link. that Satan has forged 
to bind men in sin and darkness. It is a master stroke 
of Satanic deception and cunning to have included 
Christianity in this religious synthesis. This fact 
makes these movements a tremendous challenge to 
Christian faith and to agonizing prayer on the part 
of all those who love the Lord. For prayer is one of 
our mightiest weapons for breaking the power of 
Satan and delivering those whom he has led captive 
at his will. 


What a Buddhist Thought of Christ 


In the final analysis, all heathen religions are the 
same, They are religions of human works and merit, 
while Christianity is a religion of pure grace. The 
heart of heathen religion is what man can do for 
God to win his favor. The core of Christianity is 
what God has already done for man in providing an 
all sufficient atonement. The one results in disap- 
pointment and dissatisfaction, The other leads the 
soul into rest and peace and life. 

Last winter a Buddhist priest came constantly to 
our preaching services. One night I preached on com- 
parative religions and said some pretty sharp things, 
which I feared would offend him. After the service I 
talked with him and found that he was not offended 
at all. He said, “You are right, and I believe what 
you preach is the truth. I have been a priest for over 
thirty years and have received absolutely no benefit 
from it.” Then he handed me a couplet he had com- 
posed while I was preaching, which translated says, 
“Buddha’s doctrine is remote and hard to understand, 
Christ’s teaching is near and easy to apprehend.” When 
I read this I could not but think of Romans 10: 8-10: 
“But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach: because if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy 
heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved: for with the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” Once when I read this passage to a man 
and explained the simplicity of faith in Christ, he 
said, “Ah, that is too easy!” It is the glory of our 
faith that is so simple that a child or an illiterate can 
understand and be saved, and yet so profound that 
eternity will not be long enough in which to fathom 
its depths. 


SutsiEn, CHINA. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
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_ thy profiting may appear to all (1 Tim. 
4:15). 


ROGRESS is perhaps better than profiting and 

more vivid as prokope is etymologically the prog- 
ress of a trooper cutting his passage through a group 
of opponents or across an intrenched line. So intense 
is the Christian’s spiritual progress in the face of spir- 
itual opposition. 


Not only idle, but tattlers (1 Tim. 5:13). 


Tattlers, phluaroi, from phluo, to boil over, to bub- 
ble over. In other words bubblers or babblers whose 
conversation boils up in tenuous bubbles and bursts. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Jews and the League of Nations | 


How an amazing document from the World Zionist Organization 
to the League of Nations testifies to fulfilled prophecy 


By Thomas M. Chalmers neryeutis iit iranzehsstion Society 
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October its first memorandum report to the Sec- 

retary-General of the League of Nations for the 
information of the Permanent Mandates Commission. 
It is a document of the highest significance, telling the 
world officially of the progress and prospects of the 
Jewish people in the land of their fathers. It con- 
tains some fourteen thousand words, and reviews first 
of all, very briefly, the history of the Zionist move- 
ment and of the settlements made by Jews in Palestine, 
which induced the League of Nations to grant the 
Jews freedom to return to Palestine for the rebuild 
ing of their national home. 


Tox World Zionist Organization submitted in 


Six Hundred Thousand Zionists in the Weas 


HE report mentions that there are now nearly six 

hundred thousand adult subscribing membéts of 
the Zionist Organization in all parts of the world, 
constituting a much larger number of Jews than any 
other organized body. Because of this fact, “and by 
virtue of the predominant part it has played in the 
direction of Jewish activities in Palestine, the Zion- 
ist Organization was naturally designated as the Jew- 
ish Agency” in co-operation with the Administration 
of Palestine, 

For the enlargement of the Agency to represent all 
Jews of the world, the Zionist Organization has en- 
tered into negotiations with representative groups of 
Jews in Great Britain, the United States, and else- 
where. The report says: “These negotiations have 
made material progress — notably in the United States. 
... At a conference held in New York in February, 
1924, representative American Jews of all shades of 
opinion declared themselves in favor of full American 
participation in the Jewish Agency and in the eco- 
nomic reconstruction of Palestine.” - 

This is of profound importance for the real upbuild- 
ing of the new nation of Israel in Palestine. 


4 
Constitution of the Zionist Organization 


HE report to the Mandates Commission states fur- 

ther various facts of interest regarding the work- 
ing of the Organization. It is. controlled by an ex- 
ecutive elected by the biennial Zionist Congress. For 
the control of emigration from many parts of the 
world, there are twenty-seven Zionist Offices main- 
tained by ‘the Zionist Organization in the principal 
emigration centers. 

The most important financial institutions of the 
Zionist movement are the ‘Palestine Foundation Fund 
(Keren Heyesod), established in 1921, and the Jew- 
ish National Fund, “which was founded in 1901 for 
the purpose of acquiring land in Palestine as the in- 
alienable property of the Jewish people.” : 

The work of the Jerusalem Executive (the main 
Executive center is still in London) is carried on un- 
der seven departments, as the Political, Colonization, 
Immigration, Labor, Public Welfare, Education, and 
Finance Departments. 

The report concerns itself with each of these de- 
partments, and is a notable setting forth of what has 
been accomplished in Palestine since the beginning of 
settlements in Palestine, but especially since the Brit- 
ish occupation. 

we 


What Has Been Achieved in Palestine 


T IS shown that the total number of Jews who have 

settled in Palestine since the British occupation up 
to the end of September, 1924, is about thirty-eight 
thousand. This does not include some five thousand 
pre-war Jewish residents, who have now returned to 
their homes. The present Jewish population of the 
country is placed at about one hundred thousand. 

It is stated that the bulk of the immigrants “are 
naturally drawn from the dense Jewish population of 
Eastern and Southeastern Europe. ... On the other 
hand, there is an appreciable and growing immigra~ 
tion of Jews from various parts of the West, amount- 
ing to 9.5 percent in 1922, and rising to 11.4 percent 
in 1923.” 

At the close of the War, about a hundred thousand 
acres of land in Palestine were in Jewish possession. 
At the beginning of 1924, Jewish holdings had in- 
creased to about a hundred and eight-seven thousand 
five hundred acres. For the proper opening up of this 
land a large amount of preparatory work had to be 
done. This included the drainage of swamps, the 
clearing of stony soil and terracing, road-making, pro- 
vision:of water supply, and the erection of farm build- 


ings. It is the aim of the Zionist Organization to 
have the Jewish settlements formed of. coterminous 
tracts of land, so that the Jewish character of the 
country may be the more rapidly developed. This is 
seen especially in the Valley of Jezreel, where large 
settlements have been made and joined together. 


we 
Foreign Trees for Palestine 


TE work of-afforestation is of immense importance 
for a land like Palestine, so largely denuded of its 
forests by an incapable government.. The Zion- 
ists have established forest tree nurseries in two 
colonies. Near Jerusalem, a plantation ground 
has been laid eut for the purpose of experi- 
menting in ‘the introduction of foreign trees. 
At Kirjath “Anavim there is an -arboretum, in 
which sixty-five of the best foreign varieties of euca- 
lyptus, a hundred and thirty-two varieties of forest 
trees, twenty-two varieties of acacia, and a large num- 
ber of other trees have been planted for the purpose 
of testing their capacity for acclimatization. In 1919- 
23, the Zionist Organization planted eight hundred and 
eighty-six thousand trees, including over half a mil- 
lion eucalyptus trees. 

The other sections of this report are of deep inter- 
est to all who desire to see the upbuilding of a Jewish 


Palestine, but there is not space for further extracts. ’ 


. 


we 
Instances of Colonial Development 


THe story of what an American Jewish enterprise 
has wrought in Palestine is instructive as to the 
possibilities of Jewish energy and of Palestine. The 
American Zion Commonwealth was organized a few 
years ago, and has already proved its wisdom and 
power. Four years ago it invested $250,000 in about 
1,900 acres of land and started a colony which it called 
Balfouria, after Lord Balfour. To-day this area has 
grown to about 11,500 acres. The, population was 
100 souls. Including a number of small settlements in 
the immediate neighborhood, the population is now 
fully 2,000. Improved land in the colony is now. worth 
from $220 to $440 an acre. Besides Balfouria, the 
Zion Commonwealth is establishing an important colony 
known as Herzlia, situated near Tel Aviv, the flourish- 
ing Jewish city just north of Jaffa. Herzlia, named 








Dr. Joseph Silverman, Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Emanu-el, 
New York City, is giving a series of twelve sketches or pen 
pictures of the growing life in Palestine in The New Pales- 
tine. It was this life, says that journal, which converted 
Dr. Silverman from an opponent of Zionism to an ardent 
and staunch champion of the rebuilding of the Jewish 
national home. 


An Increasing Number of American Jewish parents are 
desirous of sending their children to study in the schools 
of Palestine. In fhe last fifteen months forty-five were 
sent to Haifa, Jaffa, and Jerusalem schools. The $ewish 
academic youth are also showing greater interest in Pales- 
tine. Several academic groups are now being organized 
for Palestinian tours, some with the intention of concluding 
their studies in Palestine. 


Ten Thousand New Pupils were enrolled last year in the 
Jewish religious schools of New York. 


The First Scholarship to be endowed in the Hebrew Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem has just been provided for by the 
legacy of ten thousand pounds left for this purpose by 
Jacob Cohen, who died recently at Southport, England. 


The University of Vienna has instituted a rule by which 
all nationalities, save the German, are excluded from for- 
mally representing the University in any international 
affairs. The German Jews are not considered as Germans 
by the University, but as Jews. 


“What & very blessed place New York ought ‘to be,” 
exclaims the Jewish Chronicle in reporting that the New 
York City Directory lists 65,000 Cohens among some 1,200,- 
ooo names in Manhattan and the Bronx. The name Cohen 
is Hebrew for a priest. The Smiths in the Directory num- 
ber only 58,000! 


The new well which has been completed in Balfouria, the 
American Zion Commonwealth Colony, yields 200;000 gallons 
of water daily. The well of the newly-acquired tract of 
land, Rub-el-Nasrah, bordering on Balfouria, yields 300,000 
gallons of water daily. The supply is sufficient for the 
many families expected to settle in these two colonies and 
for irrigation of the plantations. 


Four Hundred Thousand Jewish Families in Soviet Russia 
are desirous of leaving their -city dwellings and settling on 
the land as farmers, according to data collected by the 
Ukrainian Agricultural Commissariat. Preparations to 
start colonization work on a large scale are progressing. 
It is intended to colonize not less than three thousand 
Jewish families during the coming spring. 


for Dr. Herzl, the great Zionist leader, is very attrac- 
tive to American Jews, who ‘have now, to the num- 
perl of over a thousand, bought land in that garden 
city. 

sd . 


The Lure of Paléstine 


ISS LOTTA.LEVENSOHN contributes an arti- 

cle to the New Palestine om her recent sojourn 
of nine months in the Holy Land. The “lure” of the 
land has deeply impressed her, as. the. extract below 
reveals : . 

“A mysterious thing is that -sense of belonging. 
Palestine can belong to the Jew, can become Erez 
Israel (Land of Israel) only within the limits of 
available resources and the rights of the other in- 
habitants of the country. But the Jew can belong to 
Palestine. without ‘ifs’ and ‘buts,’ without reservations 
or withholdings.. Let him stay a while in the coun- 
try, let her subtle allure play upon him, and he will 
belong to her forever. She will not let him go. Or, 
if he go, it will be a that he must come back. 
I can bear witness to the truth of this, because Pales- 
tine has made me a temporary sojourner in the land 
of my birth, where I had thought myself irrevocably 
rooted. I could not have believed a year ago that the 
land, then an item in my Zionist creed, would come to 
dominate my life.. I venture to cite this personal ex- 
perience because I found it to be common to many 
Zionists whom I met in Palestine who, coming to 
look around, remained to take root; or who, like my- 
self, might go back to their homes in England or 
Germany or Czecho-Slovakia, but only in order to 
transfer those homes to Palestine. I cannot analyze 
the imperious claim by which Palestine forces the Jew 
to attach himself to the soil of forefathers dead two 
thousand years. I can only say that the surrender to 


‘that claim is not a mere logical living out of the Zion- 


ist theory.” 
ve 


American Jews Migrating to Palestine 


T WAS often said’ in the past that the comfortable 

Jews of this country would not be willing to move 
to Palestine and make it their home. But a real mi- 
gration has begun, and this not of the poorer elements 
but of Jews who possess means enough to begin life 
in Palestine on a sound foundation. It is stated by 
the American correspondent of the New Judea, a 
new Zionist fortnightly journal of London, that in the 
fifteen months ending with October, 1924, more than 
3,000 American Jews applied to the Zionist Bureau 
for Palestine visas, either as permanent settlers or 
visitors. Of these, one thousand thirty, who were 
able to meet the Palestine immigration regulations, 
actually left-for Palestine and took into Palestine an 
aggregate capital of over five million dollars. Many 
of these are possessed of but little capital, but another 
class are taking much money with them. Twenty-two 
immigrants, each possessing a’ capital of $75,000 or 
over, have gone to Palestine to settle there permanently. 


ve 
Are the Pioneers Isaiah’s ‘‘ Returning Remnant” ? 


“Tae sturdy immigrants from Eastern Europe, sixty 
percent ef whom are said to be university gradu- 
ates, form a class of settlers in Palestine who have 
attracted special attention from experts and persons of 
prominence. The late Premier of Great Britain, Ram- 
sey MacDonald, was deeply impressed with the spirit 
and character of these Chaluzim, as they are called. 
The word is found in Joshua 6: 13, where it is used of 
the vanguard, the soldiers who led the encompassing 
of Jericho. It ‘thus comes to mean a pioneer. 

In a letter to the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, S. B. Rohold of the Mount -Carmel Bible 
School, makes a significant- suggestion about these 
Chaluzim.. He says: : . 

“The ‘returning remnant,’ the young Zionist Chaluzim 
(forerunners, advancers), are continuing to come in, 
and their whole behavior makes us believe that they 
are the ‘returning remnant,’ or at least the foremost 
part of the ‘returning remnant.’ It is the advance 
guard, the forerunners, ushering in the great advent 
of the Lord. They need all our prayers and sympathy. 
Some of them are passing through terrible trials and 
difficulties. They stand, a class by themselves, far 
different from all the Jews that come to America or 
other parts of the world. They are idealists and as 
idealists they are straining every nerve gratuitously, 
tenaciously, to rebuild Zion,” 


- New Yorx Ciry. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or_identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are. too 
personal for an answer in these columas, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if. pessible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been a Christian for two 
years, and during that time I have yielded my life to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for his service. But during. the pdst 
few months I have -with my life, and 
keep asking myself over and over again, “How is. my life 
to be spent?” I am employed in a certain office, and Have 
a lot of responsibility on my shoulders. Each evening 
when I reach home I am~ disagreeable, worried, and _ irri- 
table; which I know is not the fruit of the Spirit. I seem 
to be unable to get above this. I do so want to be a real 

* Christian, and am very sincere in my desire to live ‘“‘so- 
berly, righteously, and godly,” but I am making a miserable 
failure of it. What I wanted to ask you, Mother Ruth, 
was this: If God has a certain plan laid out for me, will he 
see that this plan is carried out in my life? Is there any 
possible chance of my missing it? Will he see that his 
plan is carried out despite anything I may do? Even in 
spite of obstacles found in the business world, and my 
discouragements and cold heart? I would so like to have 
. assurance about this.. My greatest desire and ambition in 
life is to live worthy of my calling in Christ Jesus, but I 
am afraid I know very little of that joy which is “un- 
speakable and full of glory.” I am wondering where the 
trouble lies—DISSATISFIED. 


Y DEAR DISSATISFIED ONE: Of one thing 
we are sure, there is no trouble up there, is 
- there? Whatever is wrong is down here. So we must 
begin an examination at this end, and ask God to 
give us a perception that will go into the inner recesses 
of our hearts, that we may discern with him where 
the difficulty lies. 

First, I would want to know, if I had begun to ques- 
tion “How life is to be spent” by you, whether you 
are just where God would have you. No one can tell 
you this but your God, and he is willing to give you 
wisdom “liberally,” so that you may know if you are 
where God would have you, or just where you hap- 
pened to get. That you are disagreeable and irritable 
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means that the Adversary is after you, and because 
you have been so and he has gotten the advantage of 
you a few times, he has gotten you in the habit of it, 
and will keep you in that habit if he can. No matter 
what my future is to be, if I were you, I would con- 
quer in the place where I found myself deficient. | 

The Devil wants to make you unhappy, and will 
get you to blame it on all sorts of things, and make 
you believe a lie, you may be sure, for that is his plan. 
Being the father of lies, he is not to be trusted in 
a single thought! So in this examination of yourself, 
be sure you are not influenced by him in any way. 
You have gone a great step when you acknowledge 
you are not as you should be. You are now where 
God can help you, and will, if you will only let him! 
Through him you “can conquer every foe”! 

Yes, God has a plan for your, life, but it will not be 
carried out if you do not follow it. How can it? 
God will not choose for us, but offers us his plan, 


-and asks for our willingness to have it carried out, 


and seeks our cooperation. If we wilfully turn from 
it, there is nothing for God to do but leave us to our- 
selves, and love us as ever, but he will not force us. 
We must listen to these inner voices, and yield our- 
selves to God! We must’ “work out our salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God which worketh in 
you, both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
can overcome all “obstacles and discourage- 

ments.” What are they to him? The whole question 
is, will you let God rule your life? Will you. fol- 
low him, step by step, knowing no will but his will? 
If so, begin right where you are, and be a shining light 
right in the spot in which you find yourself, and wait 
for the next direction from your Leader. If you are 
not in his plan at this moment, he will show you, 
and will soon bring you to his plan for you. But 
self must be denied, and God must have the life in his 
hands, and you must be willing to follow without any 
choice from you, or any directing of yours ! _ But oh, 
the joy of pies - his will! You won’t give it up 
for all the wor : a 

I wish you would send to the Silver Publishing 
Company, and get a leaflet called “The God-Planned 
Life,” by James H. McConkey. It will answer your 
question in more detail than I have, and I am sure 
you will profit by it. It is a_leaflet that will lead 
you right to the throne with God your Father, and 
you will be glad to leave your burden with your 
Father. The address is 1013 Bessemer Building, 
Pittsburgh. There is no price for the leaflet, but you 
can enclose a few stamps, ‘for it is worth more than 
money can pay for. *. 

















Getting the Sunday School to Church 


How it may be done, and why one is not a substitute for the other 


By Louis Entzminger 








N MANY of our churches the Sunday-school has 


become a substitute for the preaching service for 

a large number of people. This is not universally 
true, but so far as my qcquaintance goes with churches 
and Sunday-schools, it is largely true. 

In many instances, the Sunday-school meets at 9.30 
A. M.. or 9.45 A. M., and dismisses at 10:45 A. M. 
Sixty to eighty percent of the people in the Sunday- 
school go home, seldom ever hearing a sermon. In 
certain sections of the country the Sunday-school im- 
mediately follows the peeectne servicé in many 
churches, or else is held later in the afternoon, but in 
these cases the same conditions obtain. The congre- 
gation at the preaching service and the attendance at 
the Sunday-school, with a few exceptions, are differ- 
ent congregations entirely. s 

I have a conviction that we are sinning against the 
people when we allow a condition to exist in connec- 
tion with the Sunday-school that has a tendency to 
discourage attendance upon the preaching service of 
the-church. ; 


1. Why does not the Sunday-school membership at- 
tend the preaching service? It is certainly important 
to locate the trouble if we are to correct it. Let us 
see if we can do so. 5 

Once there was some conflict between the Sunday- 
school and the leadership in some of our churches. 
Especially was this true in some towns and country 
districts. But during the more recent years of edu- 
cation and progress in the Sunday-school work, the 
more alert churches have taken the Sunday-school over 
as the institution through which to teach the Word of 
God to their constituency, especially to the children 
and young people. The movement for organized 
classes among adults has come in later. 

With the new awakening in Sunday-school work, 
another thing happened: the architects got busy. 
They, seeing that we had a preaching service and a 
Sunday-school, began to design a new type of build- 
ing, —the church auditorium with a Sunday-school 
auditorium adjoining, with Sunday-school class-rooms 





This is the eleventh article in the series, “The Sunday 
School Transformed,” by Mr. Entzminger. 

















around it, and separated from the church auditorium 
by_movable partitions. ° 
he leadership is another factor. The superintend- 
ent of the Sunday-school presides over the school. 
The pastor has no relationship to it so far as the chil- 
dren and boys and girls are concerned. He is, of 
course, pastor of the Sunday-school and in council 
with the teachers and officers he advises. ‘But so far 
as the sessions of the school on Sunday are concerned, 
as the membership of the school observes it, about the 
only relationship the pastor has to the Sunday-school 
is to be asked by the superintendent to invite the peo- 
ple to go home. That is, he is asked to “pronounce 
the benediction” or to lead in the “closing prayer,” 
with emphasis on the “closing.” g 

Thus the membership of the school has a relation- 
ship to the superintendent and the other leadership in 
the Sunday-school that binds them together, while the 
pastor is practically disassociated. Now, if you will, 
think of the five- or six-year-old child who began to 
attend this Sunday-school ten years ago. He has 
been meeting in the Sunday-school, and possibly dur- 
ing all the years has not been in the church ‘auditorium 
except on a few special occasions. The mind of that 
child has been impressed that the preaching audi- 
torium of the church is not the place for him. 

Qther things that have wrought to the same end 
have entered into the program in many schools. As 
an illustration, the “good-bye” song that is sung in 
nearly all up-to-date Beginners and Primary Depart- 
ments. It is the leading song in nearly all of the song- 
books published for the elementary grades in the Sun- 
day-school. It starts: “Our Sunday-school is over 
and we are going home— Good-bye, good-bye,” and 
so on. After having carried the child through a 
course of education which has been unconsciously but 
positively and continually away from the preaching 
services for ten or twelve years; after having built 
him out, sung him out and trained him out from the 
church service as if determined to do so; after hav- 
ing led him away from the preaching service by an 
education system psychologically and pedagogically 
abominable, it seems to me that it would be a miracle 
should the child, who started in at four or five years 
of age, even know that there was such a thing as a 
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preaching service intended for him in the church, by 
the time the age of fifteen or sixteen is reached. 

Thus the school :s carried on for the year. Few of 
its membership have been converted and won to Christ, 
and we have a special “Decision Day” in order to win 
them to Christ. To say that we are going to have 
this annual “Decision Day” is to admit the weakness 
of our institution, and the failure of our work. It is 
as if we would confess that we have to do something 
frantic in order to strengthen the weakness of our 
regular work, for’ we have been running the school 
all year and our members have not been saved. 

People usually make a public profession of faith in 
Christ in the preaching service. And when they do 
not attend the preaching service, they do net have the 
influence and opportunity’ which that service affords 
for making a public profession of faith in Christ. We 
often boast about the large number who are saved 
and come into church relationship through the Sunday- 
school. It would be interesting if we had the exact 
figures to know how many people, who are at some 
time or other attendants at the Sunday-school, and who 
get out and away without being won to Christ. Some 
religious statistician has said sixty-five percent. I 
am sure we would find it large, if we had the exact 
figures. “ane 

2. How can this be done? How those who attend 
Sunday-school can be gotten into the preaching serv- 
ice is a question that can be answered, and answered 
satisfactorily, to the man of average intelligence who 
is concerned about this matter. But to accomplish it 
will require more than some formal Sunday morn- 
ing program. 

t the Sunday-school meet at 9.45 A. M. If it is 
a small school, the superintendent will preside. If it is 
a larger school, graded and departmentized, the super- 
intendents of departments will conduct the opening 
exercises of the respective departments. The teachers 
will teach the lesson. Then all of the school above 
the Primary ages will assemble in the main auditorium 
of the church, with pastor and superintendent both on 
the platform, the superintendent presiding. There 
should be a devotional service consisting of one or 
more of the songs usually sung by the Sunday-school 
membership, followed by one of the old church hymns. 
The report of the Sunday-school will be read and rec- 
ognition given for any especially good work on the 
part of its members. Next will come announcements, 
the morning offering, and Scripture reading and prayer 
by the pastor. Then. will follow the sermon, without 
any break whatever in the services. 

In this kind of program there is no “closing song” 
or “closing prayer” or benediction. There is no fif- 
teen minutes intermission, The “closing” exercises of 
the school and the opening exercises of the eleven 
o'clock preaching service are one. The superintendent 
is in charge at the beginning, and the pastor takes his 
place and takes charge without any announcement, 
carrying the service on to its conclusion without break. 

Of course, many will go home. This will not keep 
people in the preaching service who are determined to 
go home. But there is no occasion for inviting them 
to go; it is evident they are ,oing anyway. Why en- 
courage others to go by a closing song, benediction, 
and intermission ? : 

With the record system discussed in former articles, 
where credit is given for preaching attendance and 
where recognition is given for good work, a large pro- 
portion of the school can be reached for the preach- 
ing service without the unified program. An increasing 
number of churches are using this plan with great 
success, 

‘The following program varied in some measure is 
being followed by a number of churches: 


9.45.—Opening devotional service by departments. 

10.00.—Ciasses meet in their places and make up reports. 

10.05.—Teaching of the lesson. 

10.35.—Closing of classes and departments and marching to 
auditorium. It is well to have an orchestra, or 
if not an orchestra a piano playing while the 
school is assembling in the auditorium. 

10.45.—-Song service, the superintendent presiding, pastor 
on the platform with him. 

11.10.—Sunday-school report (exhibited on blackboard). 
Hundred percent classes and pupils recognized. 
Announcements. Morning offerings. 

11.25.—Scripture reading prayer, and sermon, 

12.00.—Invitation. Benediction. 


It is easy to see that a great deal of time should not 
used in making long-drawn-out announcements, to 
which people usually pay very little attention anyhow. 
Let these be made in the church bulletin or church 
per, or, if made from the platform, make them 
rief. There will be no place here for speeches. The 
very fact of the brevity of all these things will re- 
joice the hearts of many. 

Whether the unified service should be adopted or 
not, we insist that a proper use of the records will 
secure a large proportion of the Sunday-school attend- 
ance above the Primary Department in the preach- 
ing service. 

Lonewoon, FLA. 


ve 


How may vie know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it successfully? Answers will be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday School Times Ce., Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 8. CHRIST’S INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
International Uniform Lesson.—John 17:1-26 | 
Golden Text.—Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are.—John 17: 11 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 
TIONALIST critics affirm that these are not 
the words of the Lord Jesus, but words which 
the writer_of this book put into His mouth; and 
the reason, in part, for this view is that it was impos- 
sible for John, or any of the Apostles, to have ac- 
curately remembered what Jesus had said. 

Only two things need be said in reply to this, First, 
it is by no means impossible that one who had heard 
this Discourse and Prayer should remember it, for the 
Jews have exceptionally retentive memories ; and in this 
case special aid was promised (14: 25, 26) ; second, and 
chiefly, it is altogether impossible that any man should 
conceive such ideas as are. here expressed. The whole 
Gospel story is too sublime to have been imagined by 
any one; and this is part of that story. 

Well has it been said: “The sublime comprehensive- 
ness of the Prayer; its augmenting swell of thought; 
the awful depth of its self-consciousness; the limpid 
simplicity of its style; the imperial dignity of the 
Pleader; the total absence of any sense of personal 
weakness or sinfulness; the revelation and insight thus 

ranted into the heart of the God-man; its naturalness, 
if we concede the, foregoing character; its profound 
humility, if we bear in mind his unique claims ; — con- 
stitute this page a supernatural phenomenon.” 

“Puteoff thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.” 


The Historical Setting 


This is of the most engaging interest and importance. 
In the whole Gospel story the Discourse and Prayer 
are immediately preceded by the Pascal Supper, and 
immediately followed by the Agony in Gethsemane. 
The latter is unrecorded by John, but this is not be- 
cause he considered the garden cry, and the claims 
which Christ makes for himself in this Prayer as in- 
compatible (see chapter 12: 23-28), but, because this 
being a supplementary record, it was not necessary to 
cover all the ground which had been gone over by the 
other three Evangelists, 

Further, the setting of the Discourse and Prayer 
in the plan of the Fourth Gospel is noteworthy. Here 
God is revealed in Christ as Life (chaps. 1-12); as 
Light (chaps. 13-17); and as Love (chaps. 18-20. 21 
is an appendix). Those who without accepted the 
Life are taken within to receive the Light, both Life 
and Light being the gifts of divine Love. Chapters 
13-17 are therefore the heart of this record, and are 
peculiar to it. 

And yet again, note the relation of this Prayer to 
the Discourse out of which it comes. The happenings 
from the assembling in the upper room to: the time 
that Judas left the company: Chapter 13:1-30 may 
be likened to the Outer Court of the Tabernacle; what 
follows, 13:31 to 16: 33, reminds us of the Holy Place, 
where were both food and light; and then our Great 
High Priest enters into the Holiest of All, chapter 
17, and there makes intercession for us. Mark care- 


fully, these‘ connections, for this Prayer is a diamond ° 


set in jewels. 
The Expository Meaning 

In order to a true understanding of this Prayer it 
is essential. to observe its point of view. The stand- 
point is clearly indicated in the words, “I glorified thee 
on the earth, having accomplished the work which thou 
hast given me to do” (v. 4); and again, “I am no 
more in the world . .. I come to thee” (v. 11). In 
Spirit Christ is transported to the glory, beyond 
the suffering and shame. Although his great atoning 
work yet remained to be done, he sees it as accom- 
plished. Think of all that this implies ~ the certainty 
of and necessity for the Cross; the resurrection and 
ascension; the ministry in Heaven; and the gift and 
joy of the Church, the fruit of his Passion. Truly, 
these are momentous matters. How sublime the trust 
in God! How radiant the hope! How yearning the 
solicitation for his own! 

Another thing of vital importance here is Christ's 
claim for himself. Well has it been said that this 
Prayer “reveals, in the loftiest and sublimest form, 
the divine humanity, of:the Son of man, and the fact 
that, in the consciousness of Jesus as the veritable 
Christ of God, there was actually blended the union 
of the divine and human, and a perfect exercise of 
the prerogatives of both.” Mark such expressions as, 
“Glorify thy Son” (v. 1); “Thou gavest him author- 
ity over all flesh” (v. 2); “This is life eternal, that 
they should know . .. Jesus Christ (v. 3); “The glory 
which I had with thee before the world was” (v. 5); 
“T came forth from thee” (v. 8). Indeed, Christ’s 
consciousness of his divine Sonship is the atmosphere 
of the Prayer. What can Unitarians make of this 
chapter ? 


Devotional Reading: Ephesi 2 142k. 
Reference Moterial Matthew 6: 9-13; 
Primary Topic: Jesus Praying for his Friends. 

Lesson Material: John 17: 1-13. 

Memory Verse; I pray for them.— John 17:9. 
Junior Topic: What Jesus Prayed for. 

Lesson Material: John 17: 1-26. 

bey wiodd’y io 17: 15. i ‘ie 

ermediate Senior Topic: Christ’s er f is Disciples. 

Topic for Young People and Adults: Christ's Intercessory Prayer. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-13 


1 These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, he said, Father, the hour is ccze; glorify thy 
Son, that the Son may glorify.thee: 2 even as thou gavest 
him authority over al] flesh, that 1 to all whom thou hast 
given him, he should give eternal life. 3 And this is life 
eternal, that they should know thee the only true God, and 
him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ. 41 glorified 
thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which 
thou hast given me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. 6-1 manifested thy name unto 
the men whom thou gavest me out of the world: thine 
they were, and thou gavest them te me; and they have kept 
thy word. 7 Now. they know that all things whatsoever 
thou hast given me are from thee: 8 for the words which 
thou gavest me ! have given unto them; ~-.d they received 
them, and knew of a truth that I came ferth from thee, 
and they believed that thou didst send me. $1 ? pray for 
them: I 2 pray not for the world, but for those whom thou 
hast given me; for they are thine: 1@eand all things that 
are mine are thine, and thine are mine: and I am glori- 
fied in them. 11 And.I am no-more in the world, and these 
are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 
them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are. 12 While I was with them, 
I kept them in thy name which thou hast given me: and 
I guarded them, and not one of them perished, but the son 
of perdition; *that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 
But now I come to thee; and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have my joy made full in them- 
selves. 


2Gr. whatsoever thou hast given him, to them he, &c. 
2Gr. make request.® Psalm 41 : 9? 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The historical aorists in this Prayer should be ob- 
served, because they give to what is said much greater 
sharpness of definition. Among others observe the 
following: “thou gavest” (v. 2), “thou didst send” (vs. 
3, 8), “I glorified thee” (v. 4), “I manifested” (v. 6), 
“they received and knew” (v. 8), “I came forth from” 
(v. 8), “they believed” (v. 8), “I guarded” (v. 12, 
R. V.), “perished” (v. 12), “hated” (v. 14), “thou... 
lovedst them... me” (v. 23), “I made known” (v. 26). 


Mark also one or two important changes of text in 
the Revised Version. 

Verse 2.—Authority instead of power. 

Verse 4.—Having accomplished instead of I have 
= indicating how Christ glorified God on the 
earth. 

Verse 7—From instead of of. Para indicates source 
or origin. 

Verse 8.—I came forth from thee. Mark forth and 
from. There are here two prepositions: Ek attached 
to the verb to come, indicating so to speak, that God 
was the home of Christ; and para, teiling of his leav- 
ing that home to come to us. 

Verse 11.—Jn instead of through thy name (v. 12). 

Verse 12.—Kept . . . guarded: two Greek words. 
Tereo means to protect; phulasso means to watch as a 
sentinel. 

Verse 17—In the truth instead of through thy 
truth; that is, the truth is the spiritual element in which 
we are to live our life, the atmosphere in which we are 
to dwell. Through (A. V.) would make the truth the 
instrument of our sanctification, and of course such 
it is. 


Verse 18.—Thou didst send me, instead of hast sent. 
The latter would point to the fact, the former points 
rather to the time wf the sending, referring to the 
incarnation (see also verses 21, 23). 

Verse 19.—Sanctified in truth, not through the trut 
(see note on verse 17, above). 

Verse 20.—There are two words for the exercise of 
prayer in New Testament Greek which I would have 
you notice. One, aiteo, of an inferior to a superior; 
the other, erotao, without any idéa of inferiority on 
the side of the suppliant. This latter word is used of 
Christ praying; never of us (possible exception, 1 John 
5:16). The former word is used of ‘men praying, but 
never of Christ, except through human error (11:22). 

Verse 21.—Omit the second one, That they also 
may be in us. 





The Homiletical Form 


It would not be seemly to attempt too acute an 
analysis of @ny true prayer, least of all of this one. The 
outpouring of the soul of the Redeemer is for our 
worshipful contemplation, rather than for critital an- 
alysis. Nevertheless we may discern here certain 
movements of thought. Having regard for the subjects 


‘of the Prayer, observe: 


1. Christ’s Prayer for Himserr. Verses 1-5.: 

2. Christ’s Prayer for His Discipres. Verses 6-19. 

3. Christ’s Prayer for THe WHoLe Cuurcn, Verses 
20-26. 


And having regard for the substance of the Prayer, 
mark these great notes: 


1. Revelation. Verses 1-5. 

2. Preservation. Verses 6-16. 

3. Sanctification. Verses 17-19. 
4. Unification. Verses 20-23. _ 
5. Glorification. Verses. 24-26. 


The Revelation of the past and future glory of the 
Redeeming Son makes possible the individual Preserva- 
tion and Sanctification of those whom he has redeemed; 
these individual blessings enjoyed would find expres- 
sion in spiritual Unity throughout the whole Church, 
and this will issue firially in the Unification of all who 
have been so divinely enlightened and loved. 


The Topical Value . 
The words which Jesus taught his disciples (see 
Matt. 6: 9-13) are usually called The Lord’s Prayer; 
but strictly speaking that is the Disciples’ Prayer, and 
the one we are now studying is the Lord’s Prayer. 
The former is the Lord’s only because he taught it, 

but the latter is his because he prayed it. 

A comparison of these two Prayers is a most in- 
structive study. The former of the two, Christ could 
not himself pray; he could never, for instance, confess 
sin; and the latter of the two, we, his disciples, could 
not pray, for, not only is there no confession in it, 
but the Suppliant makes claims for himself which we 
never could. 

The great elements in Prayer are mainly five: Wor- 
ship, Confession, Petition, Intercession, and Thanks- 
giving. The first two of these are never found in 
Christ’s prayers. He could never offer to God, the 
worship which is due from a creature to the Creator; 
and being sinless he could never confess sin. The 
third of these elements characterizes verses 1-5 of our 
lesson; and the fourth, Intercession, occupies the re- 
mainder of the chapter (6-26). 

This, Prayer is given in grace to illustrate Christ’s 

present ministry in Heaven. The High Priest_under 
the Law sacrificed in the Outer Court, ministeved in 
the Holy Place, interceded in the Holiest of All, and, 
then, reappeared to proclaim full salvation. When on 
earth Christ served and sacrificed; now in Heaven he 
is interceding, and soon he will come again to perfect © 
our redemption. 
, Study carefully the great utterance on eternal life 
in verses 2, 3. Eternal here speaks not of duration 
but of quafity. It is a life now to be. possessed, lived, 
and enjoyed. This life eternal is by the knowledge of 
the Father and the Son. ; 

Here, also, meditate on. Christ’s past and future 
glory (vs. 1-5). 

_ Mark in this Prayer, the. clear-cut. distinction which 
is made between the Church and the World; between 
Believers and Unbelievers,. Modernism. denies any such 
distinctions, 

_ Believers are God’s gift to Christ (v. 9). Giving 
is one of the key-notes of the Prayer. It appears in 
the following verses: 2 (three times), 4, 6 (twice), 7, 
8 (twice), 9, II, 12, 14, 22 (twice), 24 (twice). 

Trace ‘also the following other key-words: Father, 
Glorify, Kept, Word, Pray; Even as (so); Sent, One, 
Know, Name, Loved. . 

The Practical Aim : 

We often think, even if we do not speak, in some 
such way as this—I want that the will of God shall 
be done in me, but how am I to know what God’s will 
for me is? So far as our lesson is concerned we are 
not left in doubt, for what Christ asks the Father for 
=m be his will for us. For what, then, does he 
ask? 

1. It is God’s will, first of all, that we be Saved 
(vs. 2, 3); then, that we be Kept (v. 11). ~ Christ 
prays not for our removal from the world, but for 
our safety in it (v. 15). 

2. Further, it is God’s will that we be Sanctified 
(vs. 17, 19).. “This is the will of God, even your 
sanctification.” It is not enough that we be kept, we 
must advance. 

3. Still further, it is God’s will that we be Witness 
Bearers (v. 20) in order that others may be saved. 











Lesson for February 8 
John 17 : 1-26 


4. For this purpose it is God’s will that we all be- 
come Missionaries (v. 18), sent-ones. It does not say 
how far any one will be sent. If you go to perishing 
souls in your own city or village, you are a mission- 
ary. But, obviously, many must go far afield. 


5. Again it is God’s will that Unity should charac- 
terize his Church (vs. 22, 23). We hear much in 
these days of Church Union. What is of vastly more 
importance is Christian Unity, which only God himself 
can make, but which it is for us to keep (Eph. 4:3). 


6. Once more, it is God’s will that we should love 
one another as he has loved us (v. 26). How amaz- 
ing a possibility! How tragic our failure! 

7. And finally, it is God’s will that we spend a 
blissful eternity. with him in Heaven (v. 24). 


_ Is the risen Lord’s prayer for you being answered 
in your experience? 


Final Word 


I have written this article while slowly recovering 
from an operation. Several times I have had to lay 
it aside, being exhausted. But I have been glad to pay 
the price when I have thought of my blessed Lord 
praying for me; and of you dear readers. Will you 
read the article again, seeing it has cost me much? 

EpinsurcH, ScoTLanpD. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Scroggie, 
Professor Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Aséoci- 
ate Editor of-the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different memibers of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


| ee what three parts can you divide John’s Gospel, 


each revealing Christ in a different aspect? 


2. How many times do you find the phrase “a little while” 
in/ John’s sixteenth chapter? To what intervals of time 
does it refer in each case? 


3. What may we learns about God’s “times and seasons” 


from this use of that same phrase in reference to these two 
events? 


4. Does this fact lessen our responsibility to study about 
and prepare for that promised return of our Lord in “a 
little while”? 2 j 


5s. Where was this intercessory prayer in John 17 spoken? 


6. Why did Jesus pray this prayer in the hearing of his 
disciples? 


7. Can you find the six great divisions of this intercessory 
prayer of our Lord? 


8 Why may this prayer be called the holy of holies of 
the Bible? 


t . Is this a model prayer for us? 


10. Was this prayer made exclusively for the disciples of 
that day, or for Christ’s followers of all time? 


11. For what two things did Christ NOT pray? 
12. Where do we read of Judas Iscariot in this chapter? 


13. What verse in 1 Corinthians links up with the mutual 
ownership expressed in John 17:9, 10? 


14. What verses show that Christ had completed his work? 


15. What petition in the Lord’¢ Prayer is repeated in this 
prayer? : 


16. What was the ultimate object of the prayer? 


!, 17, Are we expected to do the things for which Christ 
prayed? 


‘ 38 What principles of the Christian life do you find in 
this prayer of Jesus our Lord? 


19. How far did this prayer reach? 


20. What distinguishes intercession from all other forms 
of prayer? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week aré given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professér.of Education at Juniata College 
a 





Tue Law or Aim.—Every lesson and teaching 
process is conditioned and determined by the aim 
of the teacher and the pupil. } 











EF THERE is a holy of. holies in the Word into 
which its readers are permitted to enter, this prayer 
of the Son of God is that holy,ef holies. If one may 
count it a privilege to hear a holy man of God pray, 
how much more is it the rarest privilege to stand be- 
side the holiest man, also the Son of God, as he utters 
these sublime words of the real Lord’s prayer. If 
we think of its absolutely unique character, we surely 
have here one of the most interesting utterances of all 
time. If we think upon the personality of him who 
spoke and the intimate relation he claimed to the 
One whom he addressed, then we may indeed wonder 
whether it is appropriate to aim at anything in deal- 
ing with it except a reverent listening to the ‘sublime 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


- First Quarter 

. January 4.—Christ’s Triumphal Entry ..Luke 19 : 29-44 
. January 11.—The Last Judgment ....Matthew 25 : 31-46 
. January 18.—The Lord’s Supper .......... Luke 22 : 7-30 
. January 25.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 : 1-31 
February 1.—The Vine and the Branches ..John 15 : 1-27 
February 8—Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. John 17 : 1-26 
. February 15.—Jesus in Gethsemane ..... Mark 14 : 32-42 

. February 22.—Good Citizenship, (Temperance 
PMID): sdniinncicssctestemisedes varttees Romans 13: 1-14 
9g. March 1.—Christ Before Pilate ........ Matthew 27 : 11-31 
to. March 8.—The Saviour on the Cross .....Luke 23 : 33-46 
11. March 15.—Our Lord’s Resurrection ......John 20: 1-18 

12. March 22.—The Forty Days and the Ascension 
Luke 24 : 13-53 

33. March 29.—Closing Period of Christ’s Ministry 


on Sauroenr 








utterances of the Son of God as he addresses the 
Father on the eve of his. sacrifice of himself for the 
sins. of the world in obedience to. the Father’s wil. 
One might well spend precious moments in preparing 
the minds of pupils for this. , 

Is there a presumption in even making a “lesson 
of an utterance so sacred, much more in trying to de- 
vise some method of “putting it across,” to borrow a 
phrase that has perhaps become too common in cer- 
tain of our discussions? It may be well to note how 
he prayed, yet he was not here teaching his disciples 
to pray. 
the burden of his heart under the shadow of the cross, 
especially as it relates itself to his disciples, in whose 
goodly company we are privileged to be, for let us 
not forget he prayed for us that night (v. 20). Yet 
he was not exhorting his disciples, evén, to maintain 
that unity which he so much valued, he was praying 
for it to the Father. After all, can we do better than 
to recognize that this is not an exhortation to the dis- 
ciples but a prayer to the Father, and be willing to 
yield ourselves to the working in us of that for which 
our Lord.and Master prayed? 

Hountinepof, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Sam and “The Real Woman.”—This is life eternal, 
that they should know thee (v. 3). Have any of you 
folks here present ever had any one say to you or you 
say to some one, “It was only after I came to know 
you that I have really lived’? I have an old college 
“buddy” — we will call him “Sam” — who, like a cer- 
tain classical hero, was obliged to leave his country 
for his country’s good. I ran across Sam the other 
day after” torty odd years. “Yes, Bill,” said Sam, 
“after I was fired from Old Siwash I did everything 
folks expected me to do. I was cowboy, miner, n’every- 
thing!” “What madethechange,Sam?” “Bill, I meta 
real woman, and then I began to live.” To Sam and the 
Real Woman God gave a boy. The boy gave his life to 
his country in the Great War. Sam and the Real Wo- 
man now await at a little town called Paradise that time 
when God shall call them to join “The Boy.” This 
is only a very faint and homely analogy .of what it 
means to live eternally by simply knowing God. The 
kind of love that came to my old buddy Sam was a 
love that changed his whole being. He was born 
anew by that love. In the old days Sam and I had 
been regular “tobacco hounds.” We “ate it” as well as 
“burnt” it. Both of us passed up the offered smokes 
at the end of our reunion dinner. Then we laid back 
and laughed at what God could do with college scape- 
graces, even when they are very “hard-boiled.” ~What 
Jesus means in this text is that when a soul comes into 
that real knowledge of God which absorbs his love, — 
as that of Sam and the Real Woman —that soul be- 
gins its eternal life right here and now. The funeral 
will make no break in that life (1 John 5: 11-13). 


“Up At Grandpop’s.””—That they may be one, even 
as we are (vy. 11). United we stand, divided we fall. 
When Maine has it in for Texas, and New Jersey 
makes faces at California, the old U. S. A. will be 
starting for the Roman finish. Unity is the price of 
all happiness. A family all pulling together and go- 
ing as Ben Hur’s horses is the winning family. A 
Church all working together as one, heart and hand 
with the minister, is the Church that blesses the com- 
munity, and sensible folks are glad to come into it. 
It was not until Foch was put in sole command and the 
Allies went forward as one army that the tide of inva- 
sion was turned and the War brought to an end. I hardly 
think Jesus was praying that all the Joneses should be 
Johnsons and all the Blacks should be Browns, but 
that all the families of Mother Earth might be in 
the family of Heaven. Jesus had just told them the 
house of Heaven ewned many mansions. Some Amer- 
ican and English houses have mansions various, by the 
sea; in the mountains, out in the country, down in the 
tropics —not to speak of the palace on the Avenue. 
I have here before me the picture of a big family 
group to which a friend belongs, These children and 
grandchildren, although they have homes of their own 


It may be prefitable also to note what was” 
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are all one big Taylor family, and it is a gay old “all 
one” oo party at “Grandpop’s” (Eph. 4: 4-6; Col. 
97 Thy 19). 


The Work.—i pray not that thou shouldest take 
them from the world (v. 15). No real Christian is to 
be taken from the world until, like his Master and 
Paul, he can say, “Finished” (John 19: 30; 2 Tim. 4: 
7). It cam be said of many a man, the local paper 
can put his death among the town’s improvements! 
But such a good-bye is never given to the departure 
of the Christian who is working at it. Yesterday I 
told my bunch of steel workers the old story of the 
Greek king who upon being asked “Where are your 
walls?” pointed to his well-drilled little army and re- 
plied,. “There are the walls of Sparta, and every man 
a brick.” I expect that is where we get our slang for 
excellence, “He’s a brick.” Every Christian, real one, 
is a brick in the wall that protects America. Yea, just 
as Paul on board sayed all the live freight on the beach 
of Malta. Until the term of our enlistment expires, 
and who of us:knows how long that term is, we will 
not be mustered out and returned home. I told my 
men, almost every one of whom is a Christian, that 
while a man might not be able to pray in public, or speak 
in meeting, or teach a Sunday-school class, or do per- 
sonal work, every mother’s son of them could go down 
info the mills and in front of the seething furnaces 
or behind the flashing rolls stand for Jesus Christ 


and by simply thus standing hit a harder lick for re- 


ligion than I was doing as their teacher. The fact of 
the matter is, the world in Christ’s day and the world 
in this day needs above all else men and women who 
in no uncertain way let the world know what side 
they are on. Those disciples with Jesus that night 
had a tremendous immediate work to do. And they 
did it. We are a part of it. We have ours to do. 
When it is done we too will pass. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
ae 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for thie 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet oe ee the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Hiustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 





The Emigrant’s Ticket.—That they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent (v. 3). Even some Christians remind me 
of a poor emigrant who was found walking on the 
tracks of a railroad in New Jersey. On his back he 
carried a huge bulk reminding one of Bunyan’s pil- 
grim with his burden. Passing a station the agent 
ordered him off the track, explaining that he was liable 
to arrest for trespassing. The man demurred: and 
produced a railroad ticket good for passage from 
Scranton to a point in New Jersey The agent looked 
at him in amazement and asked why he was walking 
when he might ride. The stranger replied that he 
supposed that the ticket gave him only the privilege 
of walking over the road. His right was explained, 
and the tired man with delight boarded the first train 
for his destination—From “Strangers to God,’ by 
O. A. Newlin. Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, Red Cloud, 
NeB, Prize illustration. 


Unprayed For.—I pray for them (v. 9). “Unprayed 
for, I feel like a diver at the bottom of the river with 
no air to breathe, or like a fireman on a blazing build- 
ing. with an empty hose.” So spoke James Gilmour, 
and it is the age-long cry of all missionaries—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


Whom to Talk To.—I pray for them (v. 9). A 
lady who was a sincere follower of Christ, but whose 
husband was still unconverted, was very much con- 
cerned on his account, and told a minister that she had 
done all in her power in persuading and beseeching 
him to turn from his evil practises, but to no effect. 
“Madam,” said he, “talk more to God about your hus- 
band, and less to your husband about God.”—Fromethe 
2 hristian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 

ng. 


Real Missionaries.—/ have given them thy word; 
and the world hath hated them, because they are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world (v. 14). 
“Missionaries on Shipboard” is the title of a search- 
ing article in the Indian Witness. It is written by a 
missionary and suggests one reason for the disturbing 
reports that are coming from certain mission fields. 
A doctor on the Canadian Pacific “Empress” boat, a 
man of many years’ experience, is quoted as saying 
to a passenger lately: “The missionary of the old days 
was a different sort from those of to-day. He used to 
read his Bible on deck, and sometimes he would sit 
down beside you and talk to you about your soul, but 
in these days missionaries dance and play cards and 
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are just like the rest of the world.” “But,” 
rejoined the passenger, “you used to find 
fault with the old-time missionary.” 
“Yes,” said the doctor, “but I believe I 
like the old kind better. He was real.” 
—Sent by W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, 
N. J. 

Are We Fishers?—Even so have I also 
sent them into the world (v. 18). If 
Jesus called his disciples to be fishers of 
men, who gave us the right to be sat- 
isfied with making fishing tackle, or point- 
ing the way to the fishing banks, instead 
of going ourselves to cast out the net 
until it be filled?—J. Wilbur Chapman, 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, Lon- 
don, Eng. 

Well Acquainted,—That they may be 
one, even as we are (Golden Text). Two 
brothers were on the Continent spending 
a holiday. One was an earnest Christian, 





the other an unconverted Freemason. 
Englishman-like, they make tracks for the 
nearest fellow-countryman, who happened | 
to be the veteran missionary Henry Payne. | 
The Christian and the missionary were 
“at home” at once, one telling how the; 
work of God prospered in the old coun- 
try, the other telling of the work of God’s 
grace on the Continent. After some 
friendly intercourse they left. Once the 
street was reached the Mason inquired 
of his brother: “I say, John, where did 
you meet that gentleman before?” “Never | 
saw him before in my life,” replied the: 
Christian. “What!” exclaimed the Mason, | 
“you never saw him before, and yet the, 
last half-hour you have been like 
brothers? Why, John, this beats Ma- 
sonry.” Yes, thank God, there is a bond 
above all bonds, “that they may be one, 
as we are” !—Source unknown. Sent by 
W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
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tions by the prayers of some one whom 
we love. -Just think what your mother’s 
or father’s prayers have meant to you! 
But suppose you had been with the dis- 
ciples when Jesus prayed for them in 
this wonderful prayer of his that we have 
been studying to-day? Can you grasp 
the wonder of that great fact that Jesus 
actually prayed for these needy followers 
of his? We do not have to stop there, 
for we are told in Hebrews 7:25 that 
this same Jesus “ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them’—and that means 
you and me. Perhaps the mother or 
father who prayed so earnestly for you 
can do so no more on this earth, but what 
joy and what strength it gives us to 
now that it is our blessed Lord who is 
continuing to pray for those who need 
him, — and who of us does not need him? 
Are you trying to get on without him to- 
day? Why not give yourself to him in 


| believing faith and in true surrender? 


What joy there will be in your heart, and 
in his loving heart when you do that! 
Let us pray. 





LIVING 
JESUS PAN 
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ND lifted up his eyes “into the 
heaven” (v. 1). The vision had its 
definite object (as the untranslated article | 
suggests) in the to others invisible world. | 
The same phrase is used of Stephen in. 
Acts 7:55. He (as our Lord in his high- 
priestly prayer) being full of the Holy 
Ghost looked up steadfastly “into the 
heaven” (the heavens being opened, V. 
56) and saw the glory of God. This vis- 
ion it was which our Lord was now be- 
holding and this is the significance of the 
words which follow, “Glorify thy Son, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee.” The 
answer to the prayer of John 17:1 is 
found in Acts 7:56, “I see... the Son 
of man standing on the right hand of 
God” (in glory). 
Thirty-one times does our Lord use the 





first person pronoun in his high-priestly 
prayer. Fifteen times the Greek word 
ego, is printed, giving an additional em- 
hasis. This was the real “Lord’s 
rayer,” and it was concerned above all 
things with himself. Yet there is no ego- 
tism, however thickly the text is strewn 
with egos. “Glorify thy Son.” In ad- 
dressing the Father he does not call him- 
self the Son of man. And in verses 11, 
21, 22 Jesus, in addressing the Father, uses 
the first person plural — we, us, we. He 
never used it with his disciples. Neither 
did any disciple of Christ or any of the 
pre-Christian prophets use it in speaking 
to God. 

New Hampton, N. H. 


w 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jestis, 
we thank thee that thou ever livest to make 
intercession for us. Thou hast prayed that 
thy joy might be made full in thy disciples. 
We do rejoice to-day that the only deep and 
abiding joy is that which thou hast given to 
us. We thank thee for the oneness of be- 
lievers, and that thou art seeking to bring all 
men to the truth as it is in thyslf, O Lord 
Jesus, our Redeemer. May we remember that 
thou art our Intercesser, and so have peace 
in the midst of many cares, and undying 
hope and sure confidence in that which thou 
hast provided for us in the life that now is, 
and in the endless ages. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Some of us have 





been kept steady in the midst of tempta- 
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4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“For you I am praying.” 

“He died of a broken heart.” 
“He promised to keep mig’ 

“All the way my Saviour leads.” 
“Love divine.” 

“Sweet hour of prayer.” 

“Come, ye disconsolate.” 

“Jesus remembered you.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) , 


“My Soul in Silence” (130 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62:1, 2, 5-8. 
“The King Supreme” (3 : 1-3). Psalm 2: 1-12, 
“Jehovah, Hear Thee” (39 : 1-3). 
Psalm 20 : 1-9. 
“Delight Thee in the Lord” (83 : 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 1-7, 23-37. 
L. 
You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of al- 


lustration. It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, at 75 cents. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EFORE taking up the lesson for this 

week, it will be well to spend a few 
minutes reviewing the significant events 
of the iast week of our Lord’s earthly 
life, Let us try to help the children see 
the King as he passes in the Triumphal 
Entry, as he sits to Judge the nations and 
individuals, as the slain Lamb of the 
Passover Supper, the Broken Bread of 
the Memorial Supper, as the True Vine 
bearing the branches, and as the great 
Friend claiming the friendship of his 
disciples. Let us listen again to the voice’ 
of the King in that sweet heart-to-heart 
talk of the last night as he told of the 
glory. and love of the Father’s home and 
the Father’s heart to which he was the 
one Way and the one Door. 

After the King had led his friends into 
the holy place of the Father’s love, he 
prayed to the Father for them. Prayer 
with the Son was beautifully simple. He 
was in_a foreign country, surrounded by 
powerful cruel enemies, yet he had only 
to lift up his eyes to heaven, and with- 
out a telescope he could look beyond the 
stars, and see his Father on the throne, 
and could even catch the smile on his 
Father’s face. Without a long-distance 
telephone, or radio, he could talk to his 
Father, and know assuredly that his 
Father heard and answered him. ; 

First he told his_Father that he had 
finished the work that he had come into 
the world to do; and now that his work 
on earth was done, he asked the Father 
to take him back to the throne and the 
glory that he had left to come into the 
world, 

But he remembered the little flock, his 
disciples whom the Father had given him, 
He was leaving them among his enemies. 
But it was not these outside enemies that 
he feared for them. He knew how they 
disputed among themselves, so he asked 
for them to be united, and that they might 
have his joy in their hearts. He asked 
the Father to keep them from evil and to 
make them pure in heart. 

After the Son had prayed for his dis- 
ciples, he thought of all who should be- 
lieve on him down through the ages, and 
prayed for them all. We love to believe 
that he thought of, and prayed for, even 
you and me. Again he asked that all be- 


lievers should be one—not divided by 





strife and jealousies, so that the people 
of the world might believe that the Sav- 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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iour on whom they believed had been sent 
£ God, 


Oo 
Finally, he asked that those whom his 
Father had given him should be with him, 
2s see his glory and share his Father’s 
ove, i 
Now, let us gather up all the precious 
teaching of this lesson, and add that the 
Saviour is still praying for “his own,” 
and because he prays for them, he is able 
to save them, and to hear them as they 
pray. 
“May a little child at prayer 
Hope to meet with Jesus there? 
Tell me, Christian, can it be— 
Will the Lord come down to me? 
When, alas! I have been bad, 
And my heart feels sore and sad, 
Will he listen when I pray, 
Though I know not what to say? 
Yes, he’ll hear thee, little one, 
Bid thy doubts and fears be gone, 
He will listen when you pray, 
Though you know not what to say.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What may we learn from Jesus’ 
prayer-life? 


2. What may we learn from this “in-~ 
tercessory” prayer? 








6CTRAY for me!” ‘No words fall more 

glibly from the lips of many girls 
to-day — often spoken almost in jest, 
upon the eve of some merry-making con- 
test, in exactly the same spirit in which 
they might say, “Wish me luck!” How 
much such girls have to learn from the 
prayer-life of our Lord! Can you help 
them, through this lesson, to observe, first 
the place and habit of prayer in his 
whole life, and then the very heart of 
true prayer from this last long prayer — 
and the only recorded one of any length 
—of his life on earth? 

1. Look into at least the following re- 
corded instances of Jesus at prayer: Mark 
1:35; Luke 5:16 with Matthew 14: 23; 
Luke 6:12; Luke 9: 28, for the place of 
prayer in Jesus’ life and his habits of 
prayer—before and after all serious 
events or crises in his life, alone, out-of- 
doors, for hours at a time in communion, 
not necessarily speaking, with his Father. 

Then note these for the form and con- 
tent of his prayers—their spirit and 
tone: Matthew 11:25, 26; John 11:41, 
42; John 12:27; Matthew 26:39 with 
Luke 22: 42; Luke 23: 34; Matthew 27: 
46 with Luke 23: 46. If time permits ex- 
tend. this study to such specific teachings 
concerning prayer — given to his disciples 
—as Matthew 6: 5-15 and Luke 11: 5-13. 
_After such a researeh into the prayer- 
life of Jesus, our Teacher, can any girl 
think lightly of prayer, or fail to see 
that it is the most earnest, serious occu- 
pation of the human mind and heart, in- 
deed calling into exercise every power 
of our whole being? Also surely will 
they not find when and how they them- 
selves, as followers of the Lord Jesus, 
may, even must pray? 

2. But a closer study of this wonder- 
ful record of John’s of that last prayer 
in the supper-room with his own, for 
his own, will open another world of 
prayer, the great place of intercessory 
prayer, when others’ spiritual needs are 
the burden of our souls. It will help 
them if you will read this prayer through, 
most quietly and earnestly, from either 
Moffatt’s or Weymouth’s translations of 
it, while they follow it closely in their 
own Authorized or American Standard 
Version, 

When this reading is over, ask each 
one to say what one thing about this 
prayer most impressed her. Then see if 
any of them can gather out of its verses 
the otittstanding petitions Jesus made 
through those words. Are there not six 
such great divisions of this prayer? And 
last, ask them to take note of the several 
terms of address used by our Master to 
his Father, in this prayer. What are 
they? Through them, do we not learn 
something of God himself, of his char- 
acter upon which we base our faith in 
prayer to him? Indeed if our faith is 
in our prayer rather than in the God to 
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Lesson for February 8 
John 17 : 1-26 


whom we’ pray, how much better are we 
than the very heathen who depends upon 
his prayer-wheel? Or the Roman Cath- 
elic who counts virtue in the number of 
his beads? 3 

Home Study 


-_Make a copy, in your own writing, of 
all the recorded prayers of Jesus. Use it. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Foremost in the -ranks.” 

Discussion: What is the difference be- 
tween the task Jesus left for the dis- 
ciples and our task? Show how the 
twentieth verse of the text identifies 
Christ’s followers of to-day with this in- 
tercessory prayer. Discuss the difficul- 
ties the disciples had to overcome, and 
compare them with the difficulties any 
fellow is up against to-day, if he is try- 
ing to be a real Christian. 


Objective: “Carrying on.” 











AY,. fellows, when the Spartan king 
advanced against the enemy, he had 
always with him some man who had been 
crowned victor in one of the Olympic 
contests. Mr. Spurgeon tells of one who 
was offered large sums if he would not 
enter the Olympic lists, but refused. 
After having laid low all his antagonists 
in wrestling, one said to him: “Spartan, 
what will you get by this victory?” And 
he answered with a smile, “I shall have 
the honor to fight foremost in the ranks 
of my prince.” 
Like the “Forty Wrestlers” who, strip- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


‘By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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ped of their clothing, went out in the 
night upon the frozen lake rather than to 
disown their allegiance to Christ. All 
night the Roman guards heard their weird 
chanting: 


“Forty wrestlers, wrestling for thee, O Christ, 


Claim for thee the victory and from thee the 
crown.” 


Like Lieutenant Rowan, plunging 
through the tangled, tropical forests an 
morasses of Cuba, over mountain and 
sea, to reach Garcia with President Mc- 
Kinley’s message of relief, piercing the 
Spanish lines in imminent peril of his 
life and enduring untold hardships — but 
succeeding in his mission. 

These men did not want to be relieved 
of their tasks; they wanted to face the 
tests —and put the business through. 
Our Lord, in that wonderful intercessory 
prayer recorded in the seventeenth chap- 
ter of John, pleaded: “I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil.” It was to gain for you and me 
the fighting spirit, fellows, and secure to 
you and me the joy of achievement — 
for him. We don’t want to be lolly-pops, 
wasting away like an “all-day-sucker.” 
Whenever we are “taken out of the 
world” our opportunity is gone. The 
curtain will have then rolled down on 
the closing act of life’s great drama. 
Jesus knew that removing us from life’s 
conflicts was not a happy program for us, 
so he asked the Father to keep us in the 
struggle; but he added, “keep them from 
the evil.” Thus, we will not be overcome 
by weakness, by false philosophies, by 
terror of our enemies, by anything; but 
be “carry on” and do @ fine thing, for 
1im. 

_ And what is all this for, fellows? Why, 
it is for the greatest thing any fellow 
can achieve. He states it twice, both 
in the twenty-first and twenty-third verses 


of that chapter: “that the world may be- | 
. . that the world may know that | 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, | 


lieve . 


as thou hast loved me.” If your life and 
my life canbe so lived, fellows, that the 
world—that part of the world we can 
touch — will say: in their hearts, “Well, 
it must be the truth; God did send Jesus 
into the world because he loved us and 
wanted to save. us” —then we will have 
accomplished our supreme task. 


If you-had met Lieutenant Rowan deep 


in the Cuban forest and offered him re- 
lease from his difficult mission, I think 
he would have spurned. it. Even with 
many more tortuous miles to go, cold 
nights and hot days, hunger and thirst, 
and innumerable hardships yet to face — 
though you might have had all authority, 
a fat purse and every comfort to ex- 
change with him—I’m sure he wou 
have declined and steadfastly set his face 
toward the goal. And as he struggled 
on, he would press his hand against the 
leather wallet under his shirt to make 
sure he had the message safe — the mes- 
sage from the President: of the United 
States. 

Yours is a message from The Great 
White Prince, fellows. He is counting 
on your pressing on to deliver it. He 
has invoked for you the power and the 
Spirit. He has, awaiting you, the reward. 
You will not fail him. 


GreEnsporo, N. C, 
4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of February 1) 


i This chapter might be ‘called the “abid- 
ing” chapter. The word “abide” is found nine 
times, and “abidéth” once, 


2. The word “fruit,” which occurs eight 
times in direct connection with this abiding 
of the branches in the Vine—the purpose 
and result of the abiding life in Christ Jesus. 


3. See Galatians 5:22 for an unfolding of 
the varieties of this fruit — the final expression 
of this abiding. life as it touches other lives. 
This analysis of the true fruit of the Spirit 
might -be called the Christian’s “acid test” as 
to whether he is in that abiding life or not. 
Apply it to your own and honestly record the 
results. If any of this “fruit” is lacking, or 
faulty, your. life in the Vine is not fully 
abiding at some point. 

4. There is a two-fold answer to this ques- 
tion. Verse tr says, “These things have I 
spoken unto you that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be made full.” Did 


you not know that joy is the first fruit on the 
list of the outflow of that love which is the 
stream of life between the Vine and the 
branches? If joy is lacking in your Christian 
life, you may be sure the stream is obstructed 
in some way. 

Then Jesus makes clear, in verse 16, his 
other purpose in choosing such abiding 
branches — that the fruit of such lives may 
be itself abiding fruit, abiding to bless the 
world as it bears witness of its source of life 
in the Vine. 

5. Friendship between himself and his 
“branches” and the “hatred” of the world for 
such friends of his. Where are your friends 
—in Christ Jesus or in and of the world? 

6. The first part is dialogue, and the second 
part is monologue. 

7. In Romans 5 : 6-8, 

8. Fruit. s 
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9. If non-fruitbearing, to be cut off and cast 


out; if fruitbearing, to be purged. 


10. No. To bear is to carry, to support, to 
present. Only Christ -the Vine, the Reser- 
voir of the fruit-making sap, can produce 
fruit. 


11. Obedience. 


12. Uselessness (do nothing), fruitlessness, 
destruction. 


13. The Word of God (wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way?) 

14. 2 Corinthians 4:17 and James 1 : 2-4. 

15. Fruitfulness, Jove of Christ, joy of 
Christ, answered prayer. 


16. If we are abiding and fellowshiping we 
will not wish to ask for such things. 


17. Same as the relation of head to body. 
18. In verses 1, §, 10, 17, 22, 23, 24, 26. 
19. Not less than ten times. 











Lesson 71. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
February 8. Conspiracy of Haman. Esther 1-4 


Golden Text.—The righteous cried, and Jehovah heard, and delivered them out 
a 28 of all-their troubles. —Psa. 34: 17 














4 


Lesson. Calendar 


Supplemental 
72. Feb. 15.—Esther’s Conquest ...Esther 5-11 
73. Feb. 22.—The Word of Ged ...... Psalm 119 


74. Mar. 1.—The Vision of the Cross .Isaiah 53 
7s. Mar. 8.—Commission and Command 
Of Jonah wecccccdsisocees fecweesees Jonah 1-4 
76. Mar. 15.—Daniel’s Wisdom. ..... Daniet 1, 2 
77. Mar. 22.—Message of Malachi ....Mal. 1-4 
78. Mar. 29.—Habakkuk’s. Prayer and Its 
ANSEWEF cccccccececccccsiccccccvccccs Hab. 1-3 





How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank .W. Lange 


Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


Introduction 


¢7T’HOU art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this” (4:14) would 
have exactly stated the fact. Never had 
| Satan brought to pass so gigantic an ef- 
fort to destroy “the seed” (Gen. 3:15; 
22:18; Luke 1: 32) by using as his tool 
one of a doomed race (Exod. 17:14; I 
Sam. 15:3, 32). God’s care for his peo- 
ple provided a way out. 
Historical Setting 

The Ahasuerus of the book of Esther 
is the exact picture of the Xerxes of 
| history — “passionate, effeminate, capri- 
| cious, cruel, .and easily swayed by his 
courtiers.” The four years between the 
i great feast (1:3) and the crowning of 
| Esther (2:16) are known to be the years 
| during which Xerxes led to its destruc- 
| tion his immense army in-the war with 

Greece. “iy 
Geography . 

The vast empire of Xerxes was at its 
greatest, and extended “from India even 
unto Ethiopia” (1:1). Xerxes’ father 
had. annexed India and he himself had 
just thoroughly subdued Egypt. The 
gathering of “nobles and princes,” which 
lasted half a year (1:3, 4), was, accord- 
ing to Persian custom, held to consider 
the ill-fated expedition against Greece. 


How to Study this Lesson 


. Ease’: Over half a century earlier, most 
of the Jews had: rejected the opportunity 
which. God provided to return to their 
land (Ezra 1:3), finding their “chief 
joy” (Psa. 137: 5, 6) in the land of cap- 
tivity. That twenty millions of dollars 
(Esther 3:9) :wasa fair equivalent for 
loss of taxes by their destruction shows 
their large numbers and wealth. 

Peril : “Scattered abroad and dispersed 
among the people in all the provinces” 
(3:8), the Jews were in ‘constant peril 
for the reasohs Haman‘stated: Because 
of Israel’s relations to Jehovah (Exod. 
19:5, 6), to be out of the land (2 Kings 
17:20) is an- abnormal condition, of 
which they were forewarned (Deut. 28: 
63-67) ; an enemy may always find a pre- 
text. 3 

The Jew’s Enemy: So Haman is 
called (3:10) and his hereditary hatred 











goes back to Esau’s time (Gen. 25 22, 23; 
27:41; 36:12; Exod, 17:8; Num. 14: 
45). Mordecai’s steadfast refusal to give 
the servile reverence demanded by the 
king’s command (3:2) gave the desired 
occasion to show the fierce enmity that 
burned in the breast (3:6) of the Agag- 
ite (see 1 Sam. 15:8). 

Trouble : Seldom, if ever, has so dia- 
bolical a revenge been planned (3:13). 
It lay less than a year ahead (3:12 with 
3:13). “The city Shushan” thrilled with 
news (3:15) which overwhelmed the 
Jews everywhere (4:3). God _ had 
broken their life of selfish ease and of 
indifference to him and his purposes, as 
he is continually doing to this day (Deut. 
28: 67). 

Protection : Without doubt, the putting 
aside of Vashti (1: 19) that Esther might 
take her place (2:17) and the delay in 
rewarding Mordecai (2: 21-23; 6:43) 
was God’s work. He “worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 
1:11); and not only proposed a lesson 
to his unfaithful people, but planned de- 
liverance for their time of need, 

The Jew’s Helper: In this book that 
does not contain his name, the fact of 
God is everywhere (4:3, 14, 16). When 
far-from the sanctuary of the land (Psa, 
78:54), God was “as a little sanctuary” 
(Ezek. 11:16) to them. He had called 
them “not my people’ (Hos. 1: 9-11), 
and it was &tting that this book of the 
hidden helper should not record God’s 
name. 


Other Scripture 

Besides the, Scriptures referred to 
above the following — Deuteronomy 32: 
1-44; Amos 9:1-10; Jeremiah 16: 16-a1 
— will be found useful in getting the right 
viewpoint of God’s dealirg with Israel in 
captivity. 


Reference Literature 


The three chapters on “The Book of 
Esther” in “Inspiration and Accuracy of 
the Holy Scriptures,” by John Urquhart 
(John Ritchie, Kilmarnock, Scotland). 

“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75). 

Dattas, TEX, 
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For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


HE story of Esther the Jewess, the 
savior of her people, comes at this 
time. It is a thrilling narrative, an im- 
portant historical record, a most unique 
book in Biblical literature, for one rea- 
son—if for no other,—the name of 
God does not once appear on its pages. 
The scene is laid in Shushan the palace, 
made familiar by the story of Nehemiah, 
which we have just studied. The king, 
however, is not the Artaxerxes who al- 
lowed the return of both Ezra and ™ehe- 
miah, but his predecessor Xerxes — o7 
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Ahastierus, as he is called in the narra- 
tive. (See marginal note.) 

The story opens with two great feasts 
made by the king,—one for his nobles 
and princes, and one for “all the people 
that were present in Shushan the palace, 
both great and small,” The mighty mon- 
arch merely wanted to display himself 
and his palatial surroundings, that his 
subjects might, anew, be impressed with 
his magnificence! At the same time 
Queen Vashti ordered a banquet for all 
the women of the royal house. The pic- 
ture of this haughty Persian queen sur- 
rounded by royal elegance, is in sharp 
contrast to that of the humble Jewess 
maiden so soon to appear upon the scene. 

Great revelry held the lords of the land, 
as they assembled at the banquet table. 
“When the heart of the king was merry 
with wine,” he issued the imperious de- 
mand ‘to his queen to_appear at the royal 
carousal. Can we censure her for her 
hesitation? Can we condemn her for her 
refusal to comply with his request? Even 
if undue pride was also present, we can- 
not help commending the courage and 
modesty that prompted her act. 

The customs of the times, however, 
would not sustain her decision. Kings 
were lords of-all creation, the stronger 
ruled in every home! The queen’s re- 
fusal, therefore, was considered an act 
of extreme defiance,—her example a 
most dangerous one for the other women 
of the kingdom to witness. 

What Vashti’s emotions were when she 
was so soon displaced, and a humble Jew- 
ess maiden chosen in her place, can well 
be imagined! That this other also, was 
to dare risk the king’s displeasure, she 
could not foresee. The contrasts, how- 
ever, to anticipate, are: 

Vashti — feasting, risking, losing. 

Esther — feasting, risking, gaining. 

Two tremendously interesting charac- 
ters are now introduced into the story: 
Mordecai, proud, clever,—using his 
shrewdness to save the king’s life; Ha- 
man, also proud, hangin. but passionate 
and unscrupulous. he power that he 
had at his command is ghastly to con- 
template, —a word, and he obtained the 


king’s signet to an order to cut off a; 


whole race, “scattered abroad and dis- 
persed among the peoples in all 
of the kingdom.” |This edict of Xerxes 
reminds us of the decision against the 
Jews recorded of the imposter Artaxerxes, 
when he made “a decree to cause these 
men to cease, and that this city be not 
builded. . .. Why should damage grow to 
the hurt of the kings?” (Ezra 4: 21, 22.) 
It is in clear contrast to Cyrus and that 
other Artaxerxes who favored the Jews’ 
expansion and independence. 

The events of the fourth chapter of 
Esther approach the climax of the story. 
Esther grievess—heartbroken over the 
impending tragedy; is urged by Mordecai 
to go to the king; replies that she is not 
in favor with him; is reminded again 
that her life will not be safe in either 
case. 
not come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this? ... And so will I go in unto the 
king, . . . and if I perish, I perish.” 

Dayton, OHIO. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


E ALL like to read of beautiful | 


palaces where kings and queens live, 
and where they give feasts and garden 
parties. 

When King Ahasuerus of Persia sat 
on the throne he invited all his princes 
and servants to come to. his palace, and 
for one hundred and eighty days he 
showed them the riches of his kingdom. 
Then he opened up his magnificent palace 
and invited everybody, rich and poor, 
small and great to come to a feast in 
the court of the king’s palace. 

Describe the palace, which was more 
beautiful than any picture the children 
ever saw. It was surrounded by lovely 
gardens with pretty flowers and decorated 
with bright colored curtains and hang- 
ings of the finest silk. The beds were of 
silver and gold. The marble floors were 
inlaid in colors. The guests drank out of 
solid gold ornamented cups. It was won- 
derful to spend seven days in the palace 
of the king. 


e 
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While King Ahasuerus was holding the 
feast Queen Vashti was also holding a 
feast in the royal house for the women, | 

Explain how the king sent for Vashti 
and she refused to come. He grew angry 
and sent her away from the palace, say- 
ing they would give her place to another 
(Esther 1:.11-22). 

The king appointed officers to gather 
all of thé most beautiful young ladies of 
the province to Shushan the palace. They 
were to pass before the king and-the one 
who pleased him most: would be queen in- 
stead of Vashti. : 

(Keep in mind-the above happened dur- 
ing the time the Jews were in captivity 
in Babylon. Watch God's plan and pur- 
pose. The Jews-were God’s chosen peo- 
ple. ; 
Give the details of. Esther 2: 4-11. 
Mordecai .was.a. godly. Jew, who had 
never bowed down. to worship any. one 
but the Lord God of.Israel. Esther, the 
Jewish orphan girl, cousin of Mordecai, 
was cared for as his own. daughter. He 
had taught her to love God and to love 
her own people and pray for them. 

When all the maidens. gathered, each 
one hoped she’ might be chosen to be the 
queen. They ‘worked to become more 
beautiful. All” of them primped and 

inted and powdered except Esther. She 


not worry at all about herself. She was 
sweet and happy and every one loved 
her. She believed if God wanted her to 
be the queen he would choose her, and 
if God did not choose her she did not 
care to be chosen, 

When she went before him “the king 
loved Esther above all the women.” “He 
set the royal crown upon her head,” made 
her his wife, and celebrated with a royal 
feast “and gave gifts.” 

“For Esther did the commandment of 
Mordecai” (2:20). She did not forget 
what she owed to him. 

God had the heather’ king choose Esther, 
because he had a special work for her 
to do. Unknown to the king she was 
worshiping her God, and that was the 
reason for her sweet unselfishness. 

There is a day coming when the King 
of kings shall come, and he shall wear 
“many crowns” (Rev. 19:12); and shall 
in truth. be “King of kings, and Lord of 
lords” on this very earth (Rev. 19: 16). 

Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: Esther 2:17a, “And the 
king loved Esther.” 

Beginners : Esther 2: 17a, “And the king 
loved Esther above all the women.” 

Primary: Esther 2: 17a, “And the king 
loved Esther above all the women, and 
she obtained grace and favor in his sight.” 

Fort Worts, Tex: 
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Children at Home 











“Who: knoweth whether thou art! 


Downey Woodpecker’s Cousins 
By Mae Norton Morris 


| R. AND MRS. DOWNEY WOOD- 

PECKER were two very busy birds. 
They had found the nicest old oak tree 
for their home, and now for three days 
they had been digging and drumming 
| away at the decayed wood until they had 
made a hole almost eight inches deep 
and three inches wide. 

Rat-a-tat-tat! Rat-a-tat-tat! Mr. 
Downey just wouldn’t rest a minute, not 
even to chat with their cousin, Mrs. Nut- 
hatch, but Mrs. Downey was glad of a 
chance to rest her bill. 

“Good morning, Mrs. Nuthatch,” 
chirped she, “what do you think of our 
new home?” 

“Very nice indeed,” replied Mrs. Nut- 
hatch, “I wish my own nest were as nearly 
finished, but Mrs. English Sparrow and 
I have been quarreling and that’s why 
I’m here, to have you settle the question 
for us.” 

“What is it all about?” asked Mr. 
Downey Woodpecker, who had ‘been lis- 
tening all the time. 

“Mrs. English Sparrow says that the 
Sparrow Family is as large as the Wood- 
pecker Family; she claims to have as 
many cousins as we have,” Mrs. Nut- 
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hatch stopped a minute to drum upon the 


elped the other girls get ready, but did |. 





old oak tree, for she liked to keep in prac- 
tise. 

Mr. Downey Woodpecker looked quite 
disgusted, “I know her cousins, most of 
them,” he said, “they are, the Fox Spar- 
row, Field Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, 
Vesper Sparrow, Song Sparrow. «I guess 
that’s most of them.” 

“But who are our cousins?” asked Mrs, 
Nuthatch. “I know we have a few more 
than she has, but all I could think of 
was you, Mr. Downey, and the Brown 
Creepers, and of course myself.” 

Mr. Downey. Woodpecker* bi aa 
“There is Mr. Red‘ Headed Woodpecker,” 
said he— “but -I couldn’t begin to name 
them all, I should never get this home of 
ours dug out if I did, but you tell Mrs. 
English Sparrow this: 

“Once two men came through the 
woods so softly that I did not hear them 
until they were up to my very tree, and 
they, were looking at me — and I 
heard ‘one of them say that I was an 
interesting little chap and then he said 
that there were three hundred and fifty 
different kinds of woodpeckers in the 
werld. Tell Mrs. English Sparrow those 
very words —three hundred and fifty — 
and I guess she will stop bragging about 
the size of the Sparrow Family.” 


Nort Biiverica, Mass. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February of the 


Il 2 I-1I3 


Striking Instances 
of Jesus. John 


1S. 
Friendliness 
Luke 19: 1-10. 

February 22. Friendliness as 
through Industrial Missions. Isa. 61 : 1-4. 

March 1. The Cost of Friendliness. John 15 : 
13, 143 1 Sam. 20: 1-4, 16-42; 2 Sam. 1: 2%, 
(Consecration meeting.) 

March 8 The Master’s Method of Winning 
Followers. John 1 : 35-51. 


Sunday, February 8 


The Conquest of Selfishness 
(Rom. 15 : 1-7; Matt. 16 : 22-27) 


Expressed 





Mon.—Selfish gain (Jas. 4 : 13-17). 
Tues.—Unselfish service (1 Cor. 10 : 23-33). 
Wed.—Self-seeking (Luke 14 : 7-11). 
Thurs.—Heart-searching (Psa. 13 : 23, 


24). 
Fri—Deny self (Matt. 18 : 7-9). 
Sat.—Practise humility (Luke 18 : 9-14). 











How are habits of selfishness formed? 
How may we’ attack selfish desires? 
What courtesies keep selfishness in check? 


ELFISHNESS is the sign of a heart 

full of self —self-love, self-indul- 
gence, self-praise, self-satisfaction, self- 
pity, or some other form of self-life. We 
inherit the root of them all because of 
Adam’s. sin, but they grow and flourish 
in our lives as we yield to them. Each 
time we yield they become stronger, until 
they determine our actions, direct our 
thoughts, and competely control our lives. 


Selfish acts and thoughts are the natu- | 


ral results of selfish hearts, for “as a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he” 
(Prov. 23:7). - 


Paul tells us in Romans 15:1 that “we 
ought ... not to please ourselves,” and 
Christ Jesus taught his disciples in honor 
to prefer one another (Matt. 21:26, 
27). We know this is right, and we often 
honestly want to do this, but we soon 
come up against the fact that no amount 
of determination or desire seems to have 
any lasting effect upon our selfishness. 

Why? Because there is only one way 
our self-life can be dealt with. It must 
die. Paul makes it plain in Romans 6 that 
it has died if we have believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour,—that it 
was crucified with him, and that our part 
now is to reckon or count upon what has 
been done for us. 

As we accept what Christ has done, and 
yield to him the lordship of our lives, 
his love and concern for others floods 
our hearts and makes real the victory 
over self. 

But it is his work and his victory. Our 
part is to let him apply to our hearts 
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‘ 
what he has done and to count upon it, 
moment by moment. 


In Christian lands to-day the influence 
of Christ’s teachings has so permeated 
society that many external checks upon 
selfishness are set up. Wise laws curb 
the selfishness of those who would tres- 
pass upon the rights of their weaker 
brothers.. Rules of common courtesy have 


‘grown up based on the principles laid 


down by Christ. Many, sooner than be 
conspicuous by openly violating rules gen- 
erally observed by the majority, or for 
fear of the law, obey. outwardly even. 
though the heart may be selfish. ~ 

But artificial restraints can never 
change the heart. Once the barriers are 
roken down. the hideous self sweeps all 
before it.. We are all familiar.with the 
way in which some catastrophe or. even 
the fear of a catastrophe will cause men 
and women, ordinarily courteous, to tram- 
ple madly upon the weak and helpless in 
an effort to save themselves. 

Only the love of Christ filling the heart. 
can conquer selfishness. 

we ; 

Am I depending upon any artificial or ex-- 
ternal checks to my selfishness? : 

Am I hoping to conquer my selfishness? 

Am I willing to let Christ deal with my’ 
selfishness, and have I asked him-to do so? 
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Lesson for February 
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MAKE MONEY 
ro tee LODE 


¥ earn at home in 
‘ou can good mon 


ey spare time 
ing cards for us. No canvassing or soliciting. 
‘e show you how by.our new sim We sup- 
ply both men and women with work at home, no mat- 
See wEere ro Use, are say Tee. one for ajl work com- 
each week. Full particulars and booklet free. 

rite to-day. 
AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adams Building Toronte, Canada 








HAVE YOU 
TRIED IT? 


ONLY 
Seen eap cee (te te 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE “ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


ASCTAN ATT ) 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
THE ILLUSTRATOR #2: 


Year 
isa monthlyS. S. lesson ma 


zine that 
makes teaching easy. All the help 























PARISH PAPERS 
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publish a parish paper by using our 
oe sverat ve plan. A parish paper 





Donatiens of old--Hibdles in e- ‘are:re- 
poy by Fue Paterson eat here ob 9 Lee 
lace, Paterson, N. J., for the use of child students in 
its Junior Department, who cut out Scripture pertions. 


READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 1925 


Simple, definite plan. Send 10c to MISS KONITZKY, 
4316 BeLLevigu AveNvE, Baltimore, Md. 








EASTER PAGEANTS 


Never were Pageants so popular, and the reason is 

evident when you examine those we offer. 

Our Easter catalog is full of material for this occa- 

sion. Pageants, services, songalogues, choir cantatas, 
hems, solos, on ti : - 2 é 

A post card request will bring you one by return mail. 


ae 01 Seventh Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 
- . 7 Box 42 0 . 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


‘i Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Bept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


RAGON’S EN 
BY 
JOsEPHINE Hope WESTERVELT 
Author of ** The Lure of the Leopard Skin." 


A THRILLING STORY 


of pioneer mission work in one of the 
andit-ridden sections of China 





























Rad, a care-free young doctor, 
goes out on a “‘ dare’’ as a substitute 
for a medical missionary who has been 
invalided home, but who has a burn- 
ing zeal for the field he has had to leave 
behind. Rad has no conception of 
real mission work—does not really 
know Christ himself—and being hon- 
est, is soon ‘‘up against’’ it. He 
sees the impossibility of his position, 
but finds the Saviour, and his work 
takes on an entirely new aspect. 


The hospital far away in the hills 
at the end of the river Dragon, the 
capture by the bandits, the coming 
of ‘‘ the girl he left behind him,’’ are 
among the incidents that make up 
this most fascinating story... $1.25 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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The —— Side of Death (By A. C. 
Dixon, D.D.).—The Modernist puts all 
the emphasis in religious thought on the 
life here and now, and thereby places 
himself outside of the deepest experiences 
of the race. In the presence of death 
both the departing and the remaining ones 
are utterly helpless. Nothing can aid 
but a word of authority coming from the 
other side, for an ounce of fact here is 
worth a ton of speculation. Dr. Dixon 
gathers in this little booklet those words 
of authority which have been. given to us 


in the tenderness of the Heavenly Father. |: 


They are all the comfort. we have to rest 
in. any Christian authors differ with 


‘Dr; Dixon in his belief that our beloved 


dead are never near us, but he ably voices 
the hope and comfort which the Christian 
religion offers to the world in its deep- 
est — (The Book Stall, New York, 
25 cts. 


William Jennings Bryan : A Study in 
Political Vindication (By Wayne C. Wil- 
liams).—No other man in. American: po- 
litical life has ever lived to see so many 
of his ideas and reforms accepted vj An 
political opponents and the people at large 
as Mr. Bryan. This is not a biography, 
but an analysis of the reforms in. which 
Mr. Bryan, though thrice defeated for 
the Presidency, has triumphed his 
twenty-six years of pubjic service. The 
author holds that Mr. Bryan is more re- 
sponsible than any other individual for 
popular election of Senators, the inceme 
tax, woman suffrage, and national pro- 
hibition. The writer holds that the Com- 
moner was the unwitting forerunner of 
Theodore Roosevelt. And his greatest 
service has been his inestimable service 
in “his weekly Bible talks” in newspapers, 
his religious books and lectures, and as 
“a Defender of the Faith.” (To be had 
from The Sunday School Times ‘Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1, net.) 


Things a Nation Lives By (By Henry 
K. Pasma, M.A.).—“History discloses the 
fact that nations always have a peried 
of growth, a period of war and conquest, 
a period of luxury and effeminacy, and 2 
period of decadence. These periods have 
followed in unVarying sequence with all 
ancient nations of the world” (p. 5). If 
this be true, it may be because in the 
period of growth the ideals of the nation 
were worthy and. enngob‘'ng, and-in the pe- 


riods of decline there was an apostasy 


from them, The author’s purpose is “to 
consider how far our national institutions 
are still contributing to the life of our 
nation” (p. 6), and in fulfilling this task 
he does not shirk his duty, painful though 
it be. He shows that the great life-giving 
institutions of our country- are the home, 
the school, the Church, and the law, and 
his arraignment of their failure is just 
and merciless. Unlike many modern 


| prophets he sees no hope apart from a 
pel. of | 


hole-hearted return to the Gos 
esus Christ, and this he urges with the 
earnestness of entire conviction. His de- 
scription of the energy and vitality of 
Calvinism is interesting and suggestive, 
and the book merits a careful reading. 
The style is vigorous and clear, and the 
book is-a real contribution. (Presbyte- 
rian Committee of Publication, Richmond, 
Va., $1.25.) 
we 


Will You Help Arousiag ? 


A NUMBER of The Sunday School 
Times readers have, for several 
years, been generously contributing 
towards the support of a little Armenian 
refugee, Arousiag Kalaidjian. 

Arousiag is now about seventeen years 
old, and is securing her education in the 
American School for Girls at Scutari, 
Constantinople, preparing -for service as 
a missionary to her own people or to 
another needy land if the Lord should 
so lead. 

With the exception of some twenty dol- 
lars, the funds which have come in for 
Arousiag have been exhausted. Miss 
Mary E. Kinney, the Principal of the 
American School for Girls at Scutari, 


‘Africa or South America. As a result 





writes in a recent letter: “A sum of $150 
will be necessary to e care of her 
through the current school year to July, 
and if she is to be here in the summer 
she should go to camp again, and that re- 
quires an expenditure of about $50 more 
for the nine weeks. 

Will you pray that Arousiag may. be 
enabled to complete her preparation for 
service? Will you also pray that the 
needed $200 may soon be, sent in?_ Per- 
haps God would have you share in_ this 
blessed ministry of preparing one of his 
laborers for the whitened harvest field. 

Gifts may be forwarded to The Sunday 
School Times Company,. 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. Please specify in 
forwarding any such gifts that they are 
intended for Arousiag. 


Pastor Monsky’s Visit 
to America. 


Vast sections of Europe are mission 
fields as_truly as China or India or 


of the World War there has come a new 
receptiveness to the Gospel, and the Holy 
Spirit is rasing ewe in: Europe. itself 
to preach this pel. He is arousing the 
Christian world everywhere to a new in- 
terest in the needs of Central: and: Eastern 
Europe in particular. . The arrival in this 
country in eafly January of Pastor Mon- 
sky, the now well-known-evangelist of Aus- 
tria, is a challenge to Christian workers 
everywhere to pray for this needy field. 

Pastor Monsky is having wonderful re- 
sults from his mission work in Austria. 
Thrilling stories are told of the conver- 
sions that resulted from his preaching and 
that of his fellow workers. On one oc- 
casion the Radical element in the city of 
Vienna undertook to break up one of his 
meetings, but he asked the. disturbers to 
hear. him preach before they undertook 
to break up the meeting, and as a result 
not a few of them. were soundly con- 
verted, and all admitted: that he had a 
real mess that Austria. needed. 

Pastor Monsky attended several uni- 
versities, but took his final examination 
in the University at Koeni », after- 
ward taking special work in a Seminary 
for Preachers in Berlin where he studied 
under the Kaiser’s Court Preacher. For 
some time he was assistant minister in 
the large Cathedral in Koenigsberg, but 
it was not until after he entered his pres- 
Re 
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ent work that he was converted and came 
to: know the Lord Jesus in personal ex- 
perience, especially through the Gemein- 
schaft Movement prominent in Central 
Europe. 

He resigned his ve in Germany 
and entered what was known as the 
“Free from Rome” movement in Aus- 
tria in 1901, being entirely cawe upon the 
Lord to supply him with all the needed 
funds in answer to prayer; and established 
a small evangelical church on Bible and 


apostolic lines in Catholic Austria. This 


was the first evangelical work in that par- 
ticular region and he served as pastor of 
this congregation for eleven years. While 
carrying on this work as pastor he was 
also active as an evangelist, but finding 


‘he could not well attend to both, he re- 


signed from the pastorate and gave him- 
self to the Gemeinschaft or Fellowship 
Movement in Austria and Hungary. In 


porder that he might work in harmony 


with the laws of the land he founded’ the 
Evangelical Society of Austria, with which 
he is now connected. He was made ap 
eral Secretary of this work, although at 
the time, as he states, “He was a General 
without officers or troops.” 

Pastor Monsky’s message is one of - 
sonal salvation and real separation to God; 
with rich illumination of what the Holy. 
Spirit has wrought in human lives, as he 
presents the opportunities of the Gospel 
m Austria. 

Pastor O. R. Palmer, of Philadelphia 
who visited Austria in the summer of 
1923 and. saw some of. the work at first 
hand has spoken of Pastor Monsky as 
a true follower of Martin Luther for his 
day, field, and generation. 

1. Viseher, one of Pastor Monsky’s 
co-laborers, accompanies him as _ inter- 
preter in English-speaking churches. 

Those desiring to secure Pastor Mon- 
sky’s services for public meetings should 
do so at once as he has many calls for 
service. Arrangements may be made 
through O. R. Palmer, 2244 North Twen- 
ty-ninth Street, Philadelphia. 


", 


If .any of your girls are not quite 
sure that prayer is answered in a direct 
and affirmative way, let her read “Ad- 
venturing With Sister Abigail,’ a little 
book of prayer experiences decidedly ree 
assuring (The Sunday School Times 
Company, paper, 25 cts.; boards, 60 cts.). 
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bines the best selection of both Standard Hymns 


Fo woe 


See coupon offer. ‘‘The Greatest 
force to devotional: services; savi 


vals, 


masterpieces of modern gospel 
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song. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM 
TABERNACLE FUBLISHING Cb 
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BIOLA 
536 So. Hope Street, 


° * 
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Today 2 !:¢3 


7 reatest 
practical sohg book on the market today. Test:this book for yourself. 
the coupon of postcard fo nearest distributer for sample & 


PUBLISHED BY. 
FabernacioP ubtiching Co.,( 
F.0.B.following Distributors: (Sin: sconce Fe ® 


and Gospel Songs. Therefore, it can be used for every 


. Service, for every season, and for every occasion. No 
other book will satisfy everybody in th “The Greatest 
Hymns” will. Send coupon today for oe — “9 


30 Days’ Free Trial 


Do you want asong-book with: Melodies of purple richness and 
Messagesof sovereign powerthat lift the burdened heart to God? 
Hymne” will add spiritual 

ving grace converts to rev: 
ad hearts and enthusiasm to song servi 

crated lives to the Church and Sunday School. 
Unusually well-bound, light and easy to hold. Divided into 
two groups: first half, great hymns of the church; second half, 


le sample copy. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the~Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. - 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 


for God's guid and blessing of th — 
Lh ft 


Dr. R. A. Torrey’s New Book 


TS full title is, “The Power of 

Prayer, and the Prayer of Power,” 
and its very first sentence is: “The great 
need of the Church to-day, and of hu- 
man society as a whole, is a genuine, God- 
sent revival.” And further the author 
says, “It is a time of wide-spread apos- 
tasy. ... But we do not know that this 
és the final apostasy. There have been 
more thoroughgoing and appalling apos- 
tasies in the past.” 

The book contains nearly two hundred 
and fifty pages, and in its ten chapters 
discusses almost every phase of. the 

rayer life as related to personal prob- 
ems, church problems, national problems, 
and world problems. We would that it 
might be placed in the hands of every 
Christian in America. May God be 
pleased to use it mightily in the soon- 
coming revival, which we believe is even 
now beginning. (Published by the Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.75.) 


February 2 to 8 


Mon.—John 17 ; 1-13. 
Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. 

Scofield’s several comments (Ref. 
Bible) on verses 1 and 2 are invaluable. 
Remember, too, that Jesus’ intercessory 
work did not end with this prayer. He 
is just as truly praying to-day for all 
those whom the Father hath given him; 
which means that Jesus,-God’s own Son, 
is interceding for you, if you are his. 
Blessed thought! See verse 20 and He- 
brews 7: 25. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
local prayer band, every state or national 
prayer conference, every all-day or all- 
night prayer-meeting, every prayer organ- 
ization or movement, every publication 
devoted to the promotion of werer. Pray 

or Dr. Leon Tucker's new monthly paper, 
‘Broadcasting Prayer.” 
Tues.—Genesis 18 : 23-33. 
Intercession of Abraham. 

“Abraham drew near.” So must we 
if we would prevail with God. Abraham 
“argued.” rge Miiller was accus- 
tomed to pile argument upon argument. 
Abraham humbled himself (v. 27). Com- 
pare James 4:10. But Abraham himself 
finally introduced his fatal “but this once” 
(v. 32). Ought we ever to do this? See 
Luke 18:1. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that there 
may be a better understanding of the vari- 
ous forms of prayer, such as petition, con- 
fession, intercession, thanksgiving, adora- 
tion, and communion. Pray that the “lost 
art of prayer” may be restored in its full- 
est sense to the Church. 


Wed.—Exodus 32 : 30-34. Intercession of Moses. 


Moses had not only to “wrestle against” 
the powers of darkness, but in a sense 
even .against Jehovah ‘himself. (Sée vs. 
9 to 14.) There are a few who in the 
Spirit are able to do the former, but ah, 
how far fewer the intercessors who like 
Moses would be able to do the latter! 
God could trust Moses. 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that there 
may be less theorising and more of the 
genuine practise of prayer, not as unto 
men, but as unto God; also more meeting 
of the conditions of prevailing prayer. 
(See Psa. 66:18; 1 John 5:14, 15; Mark 
11:22-26; Luke 18:1-7; John 14:13, 14; 
Rom. 8:26, 27.) 

Thurs.—1 Samuel 12 : 19-25, 
Intercession of Samuel. 


_| rience, re he evidently 
1 


their request. (See Hos, 13:11.) Pos- 
sibly Samuel himself may not have been 
wholly without blame (8:1-5).. Never- 
theless, he was a man of prayer, and made 
it plain that to cease interceding would 
be to “sin against the Lord.” 


Prayer Instruction: “Prayer has its 
rise and its deepest sowrce-im the very 
Being of God. In the bosom of Deity 
nothing is ever done without prayer — 
the asking of the Son and thé giving of 
the Father” Ee ed Murray, “With 
Christ in the School of Prayer’). 


Fri.—2 Chronicles 14 : 9-12. 
Intercession of Asa. 
Asa’s prayer was most remarkable, and 
graciously answered, One would «think 
that he could never net. such an expe- 
d (ch, 16); and 


in the light of his early reliance wholly 
upon God, all the sadder were his later 
terrible failures. What a warning to us! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


in his permissive will had granted them | - 
Christ stands for Christ himself. ... No 
mere selfish and carth-born desire can 
be endued with power simply by bein 
christened with that holy name” (A. 7. 
Gordon, “In Christ,” published by Flem- 
ing H. Revell). 


Sat.—Acts 12 : 1-11. 


or lack faith (Jas. 1:6, 7), or ask with 





Memorize 2 Chronicles 16:9. 





Prayer Instruction: “The name of 


Intercession of the Church. 


“Prayer was made without ceasing,” 
unceasing true prayer is always re- 
warded. The difficulty with too many 
prayers is that we “faint” (Luke 18:1), 


the wrong motive (Jas. 4:3), or fail to 
pray “according to his:will” (1 John 5: 
14, 15). True prayer will always “ 
on the Lord” (Psa. 27:14), and is also 
careful to meet every condition. 

Prayer Instruction: “Prayer is a 
Jacob’s ladder with God’s angels ascend- 
ing and Zescending, taking up the peti- 
tions and bringing down the answers... . 
Prayer is only real prayer when inspired 





by him and his Spirit” 
“The Greatest Force on 


day ! 
revival prayer. 
ou know, the majority ‘of whose mem- 
rs are “rooted and 
being “filled with all the fulness of God? 
Prayer Succestions: Vet this is God's 
will for every saint. Why then do we ex- 
cuse or justify our failure; this too és 
sin, sin of the most heinous kind 
confess this sin, and then 
this prayer 
whole Churc 





(Lesson for Feb. 8). JANUARY 24, 1925 


hesians 3 : 14-21. Intercession of Paul, 


If the Ephesian Church, or the Church 
pd large, needed such a prayer in Paul’s 

y> 
church, or the Church at large, in our 
ropriately a Church- - 


how much more any particular 


It is most a 
ow many churehes do 


grounded in love,” 


Let us 


begin praying 
or ourselves, and bie the 
of Christ. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 
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A CALL FOR HELP 
THE MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


Needs Your Co-operation 


A LARGE SUM IS 
NEEDED BEFORE APRIL 30 
TO CLOSE THE 
FISCAL YEAR WITHOUT A DEFICIT 


If you are listening in on this , let us 
hear from you. Say it with a Check, Draft or 
Money Order. 


BOX S-1, 153 INSTITUTE PLACE 
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Philadelphia, January 24; 1925 


Subscription Rates 
_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
» China. These rates include 


Seneca ii Copies, eith 
' ’ Five or moré s, either to 
$1.50 separate. addresses or in a 


package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five yore, $7.50. 
In es the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times. will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced. in the. Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year: 








The people had asked in self-will (Sam. 
8: 7-22) a poor “second best,” and God 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, - Philadelphia, Pa. 


Che Sanday School Ginnes 


half million copies of ~ 
Tabernacle Hymns No. 2 sold 
in the-past three years permits us to 
offer this wonderful book at a 


BIG PRICE REDUCTION 






Per 100 copies: Manila, $25; Full Cloth, $40; Art Buckram superfine binding, 
Single copies prepaid 300, 500 and 600 respectively $s 
ACLE HYMNS No. 2 fs the only 320-page Book for Churches and Bible Schools to 
= be had at these very low prices. 351 Hymns—geme of the ages—all written out of Christian 
experience. Contains the best of all other hymnals. Doubly strong cloth binding stands very 
rough usage. Adopted by hundreds of most progressive Churches and Bible Schools. A sample 


copy loaned for 30 days to Music Committees. If you are 


Mail Coupon Today 


See for yourself why thousands of buyers say Taber- 
st collection of 


a lover of Sacred 
Music, sign and 


hai 


na&cle Hymns No.2 contains the 


Theme Payne, z 














Publishing Co, 


Gentlemen: Please send without 
obligation except that I 





“standards” and “singable songs” now offered. The 
work of every well-known composer and writer is found 
on its pages. No obligation. Read Coupon. Returnable 


privilege protects you. ACT NOW! 





TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO., CHICAGO 


pay for same within 30 da: ~ Dy 
ys 
of Tabernacle Hymns No, 2 t Sound ia 





Tabernacle 
29 S. La Salle St., Rocar 800,Chicago, Hil. 
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